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Churches Lead the
Fight for Justice —

O.B. Bartley, a lay leader from Southside
Tabernacle Baptist, was one of the attendees at the
Lay-Leaders Orientation Workshop
Affordable, convenient
bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent public transportation is
ST. PETERSBURG - also a hot issue for Pinellas
More than 300 lay leaders County. Some of the
with a passion for social churches listed it as a con
justice responded to a cern. Other concerns in
word-of-mouth invitation cluded affordable day care,
that spread through 36 education, homelessness
churches and synagogues and the need for more
to attend an organizing training and jobs for them,
workshop held last May 6 increasing the minimum
at Friendship Baptist wage as well as home own
ership, mental health is
Church.
They are the Pinellas sues, mentoring youth,
Organizing
Committee civil rights for ex-felons,
(POC), and the agenda for issues of discrimination
the Lay-Leaders Orienta and abuse in nursing
tion Workshop was to set homes.
Rev. John Evans of
the framework fof social
action. The goal is to iden Friendship Baptist wel
tify the issues that are comed the group.
Rev. James T. Blount
important to change in
Pinellas County and add from Moore's Chapel
enough churches and lay A.M.E. Church said that
leaders to amass a gather the first meeting of pastors
ing of more than 1,5,00 occurred last February
people next April to begin when a group gathered to
work on the three most discuss "how together we
important jssues that POC ’ could effect root causes of
agrees on. Then each year poverty and injustice."
they will choose three They returned to their con
more issues to work on. gregations asking what
This approach has worked needed to be changed in
in other areas.
the community. He said the
Notably, churches in church must lead the way
the Miami area expanded to "confront the systems
public transportation using that contribute" to inequal
this method. They in ity.
creased the number of bus
"Why the church must
routes and also increase lead the fight for justice,"
service to 24 hours a day so set the tone for the meeting
people who worked night and was the topic of the
shifts had affordable trans speech by llth Episcopal
portation,
said Holly
Holcombe, DART Center, Churches
continued on pg. 5
Miami.
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Remembering the
Greatest Generation

On May 8 the 369th Veteran’s Association banquet was held at the Dolphin Beach Resort in St. Petersburg.
L-R: Janies Elliott, Jack Highsmith, Keynote Speaker LTC William Sanders and his father, Herbert Sanders
photo by Ernest Fillyau

BOOK REVIEW
“Harlem’s Hell Fighters”
a book written
by Stephen L. Harris.
When the United
State's' entered World War I
in 1917, thousands of
African American men vol
unteered to fight for a
country that granted them
only limited civil rights.
Many from New York
City joined the 15th N.Y.
Infantry, a National Guard
regiment later designated
the 369th U.S. Infantry.

Led by mostly inexperi
enced white and black offi
cers, these men not only
received little instruction at
their training camp in
South Carolina but were
frequent victims of racial
harassment from both ci
vilians and their white
comrades. Once in France,
they initially served as
laborers, all while chafing
to prove their worth as
American soldiers.
Then they got their
chance. The 369th became

one of the few U.S. units
that American command
ing general John J.
Pershing agreed to let serve
under French command.
Donning French uniforms
and taking up French rifles,
the men of the 369th fought
valiantly alongside French
Moroccans and held one of
the widest sectors on the
Western Front.
The entire regiment
was awarded the Croix de
Guerre, the French govern
ment’s highest military

honor. Stephen L. Harris’
accounts of the valor of a
number of individual sol
diers make exciting read
ing, especially that of
Henry Johnson, who de
fended himself against an
entire German squad with a
large knife.
After reading this
book, you will know why
the Germans feared the
black men of the 369th and
the French called them
“Hell Fighters.”

Celebrating Success
bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG On May 5, Midtown Tech
nology Center honored 19
adult learners at a ceremo
ny to mark their accom
plishments that included
five students completing
their GED.
The program theme
was "Celebrating Success,"
but all the speakers offered
words of love and encour
agement. The educational
milestones of the 19 adult
students was honored with
five GED completion
awards, six Even Start
Family Literacy Program
awards and nine certifi
cates for other educational
achievement, with several
students receiving multiple
honors.
The Midtown Technol
ogy Center (MTC) is locat
ed in the St. Petersburg
NAACP building in for
merly unused space. The
MTC partnered with Lakewood Community School,
Front Porch Literacy and
the Even Start to assist
adult learners to help them
reach their literacy and
educational goals.
lncredibly, the idea of
offering adult education
within space in what
Gwendolyn Reese called
the "too often lifeless"
NAACP building met with
initial opposition from
some. She told the students
"you are life and energy,"
congratulated them and

Rachel Harvey, center, is all smiles as she receives her certificate
photo by Shedrick Rhodes

admonished them that they
were under obligation to
"give something back.
Reese said society
talks about dropouts but'
"most, of our kids are
pushed out, they don't drop
out."
"You are an example of
what we can do," Reese
said. "You are standing for
the Black community. We
are strong. We survive,"
she said and reminded the
group of their legacy of
surviving adversity includ
ing the Middle Passage,
slavery, Jim Crow and
racism. She noted that
working on a GED was
harder than sitting in high
school classes every day
for a diploma.
The five adult learners
who just completed their
GED boosted the total to
"24 people who did not
have a high school diploma

before now have what they
need," and Reese told them
she couldn't wait to see
what they would do to
make the community a
"better place."
NAACP President Dar
ryl Rouson encouraged the
students to continue with
their goals and said, "every
time we have a graduating
class you're making histo
ry, creating a legacy and it's
important. I love you
because you are me and I
am you."
Many people know
that Rouson struggled with
drug addiction. He told the
students he had other ob
stacles to overcome in
1999 when he returned to
St. Petersburg. He had no
car or drivers license, his
wife was dead from breast
cancer, he arrived with a
four-year-old son, and
more than $300,000 in

debt. The challenge was
that he lacked even the
suits and ties that judges
expected him to wear into
court as a trial lawyer.
Rouson said the only thing
he could fall back on "was
my mind."
"If we train our
minds," Rouson explained
to the adult students, "then
the whole world is opened
up to us in terms of possi
bilities."
He reminded the stu
dents of how many people
had taken time to help
"retrain and re-educate"
them "that's why you are so
important," Rouson said.
He repeated the fact that
many criticized the deci
sion to go "beyond the tra
ditional mission of the
NAACP" and use the
building for adult educa-

Celebrate

Our
children
are dying.m
see pg. 11

Are wedding bells in the
air? If so, contact The
Weekly Challenger! We’d
love to publish your pho
tos and announcements!

You are Going Blind
and Don’t Even Know It
by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
Experts say nearly two
million people don't know
they have an eye disease
called glaucoma that left
untreated can destroy their
sight.
However, simple tests
quickly detect the presence
of this treatable disease
that is the leading cause of
blindness in African Amer
icans and the second lead
ing cause of blindness in
Caucasian Americans. In
fact, 12 percent of all new
blindness in the US every
year is from glaucoma.
Although this disease can
affect children, it is more
common with age. So med
ical experts advice more
frequent tests after age 35
or for high risk. So, the rec
ommended testing for
African Americans after
age 35 is the same as for
Caucasians over age 60
and that is testing every
one to two years.
But tests are not
enough. It is important that
people know the symptoms
of glaucoma so that they
can see their doctor imme
diately and avoid loss of
sight that results from
untreated Glaucoma says
Jeffrey Schwartz, MD, a
glaucoma specialist from
the Eye Institute of West
Florida in Largo. Although
glaucoma can be treated
with medicine if caught
early, finding it later can
mean surgery and if left
untreated glaucoma will
lead to blindness, Schwartz
said.
According to the Na
tional Institutes of Health
(NIH), 2.2-million Amer
icans aged 40 or were diag
nosed with glaucoma with
Florida ranking third in the
nation with the number of

continued on pg. 5

There’s A Reason To Read The wigghfv

glaucoma patients.
One Floridian who has
glaucoma is the Indian
Rocks Beach Mayor, Rob
ert DiNicola, 71. Because
"fie4 was over 60, he was
being tested annually. But
the glaucoma developed
between tests.
DiNicola said that he
was in church and "for
some reason I took my
glasses off and I couldn't
see the crucifix." He put
his glasses on again and
could see. So he removed
them again, and when he
covered his left eye discov
ered he could not see the
crucifix on the altar with
his right eye.
Alarmed
he immediately went to his
doctor who diagnosed
glaucoma and prescribed
eye drops to treat the con
dition.
DiNicola said "you are
going blind and don't even
know it," and called it a
"milestone" to be able to
see after he was diagnosed
and treated. "That's the
amazing part of it. I used to
go for a checkup every
year and it seems it hap
pened all at once," Di
Nicola said.
When symptoms ap
pear the goal is to stop the
vision loss with treatment,
but usually surgery is
required by the time symp
toms occur, Schwartz said
and emphasized how un
usual DiNicola's case was.
Symptoms of glauco
ma can include loss of
peripheral or side vision,
sensitivity to light and
glare, difficulty distin
guishing between varying
shades of light and dark,
trouble with night vision
and blurred vision. Al
though these symptoms

Blind
continued on pg. 5
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A knowledge of his
tory brings a feeling of
fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it a

territory, a village, a dis
trict, or a nation. To live
without history is likened
to living without a form

of memory. To be with no real foundation, and lenger is committed to both the young and old
out history is to live very little meaning for featuring articles of all generations.
without roots or a past, the future.
ethnic culture for the
with the present having
The Weekly Chal- reading enjoyment of

The Evils of War
by Bemice Powell Jackson
"War may sometimes
be a necessary evil, but no
matter how necessary, it is
always evil, never good.
We will not leam how to
live together in peace by
killing each other’s chil
dren."
Those were the words
of President Jimmy Carter
in his acceptance speech
for the Nobel Peace Prize.
“War is always evil,”
the words of a former Navy
officer and veteran, former
U.S. President and world
peace maker. Must we
leam that anew in every
generation?
I find myself filled
with horror and sadness
and anger and a multitude
of questions. It’s all so pre
dictable, so unnecessary

and so depressing.
The pictures of the
abuse and torture conduct
ed by U.S. troops and pri
vate contractors turn my
stomach and those of mil
lions of Americans. They
threaten the lives of
American troops still in
Iraq and they may threaten
any possibility of good will
by many Iraqis and many
in the Arab world in the
future. But we should not
be surprised.
War is
always evil and sometimes
even good people do evil
things during war. Should
we be surprised?
Those pictures were
horrible and Congress and
the American people, not to
mention the Iraqi people,
rightly demand justice.
But, I wonder, where were

our cries of outrage when
pictures surfaced of the
children injured in the
siege of Fallujah and other
Iraqi cities? Are not the
broken bodies of Iraqi chil
dren just as horrible?
As I looked at the pic
tures and saw the woman
soldier standing above the
naked bodies of the Iraqi
prisoners, I wondered to
myself, is this what so
many of us who have
fought for equal rights for
women worked for? What
could she have been think
ing?
As I looked at the pic
tures of the hooded prison
er standing with wires
extending from his arms, I
thought about the 2,805
documented cases
of
lynching
of
African

Americans in this nation.
And I wasn’t the only one others, including both
African Americans and
Arab Americans,
are
remembering those horri
ble picture postcards of
black men, women and
children hanging from
trees, sometimes with
crowds of white families
having lunch nearby. So I
have to ask, are these new
pictures from the Abu
Ghraib prison a remnant of
the racism-of our past?
And, speaking of the
Abu Ghraib prison, what
were we even doing there?
It was an infamous prison,
where Saddam Hussein’s
soldiers tortured Iraqis.
Did we stop to think about
what the image of U.S.
troops holding prisoners in

Abu Ghraib would say?
Did we care?
And then I was struck
with three little words in
the statement of Army Maj.
Gen. Antonio M. Taguba,
"two private contractors."
It seems that there may
have been private contrac
tors - a.k.a. mercenaries
involved in some of the
abuses at this prison. Will
those three little words get
lost in the public outcry?
It’s one thing to talk about
private contractors provid
ing supplies for our armed
forces, but it’s another
thing altogether to talk
about private contractors
doing the actual work of
the armed forces. How do
we hold them accountable
for what may be considered
war crimes?

War is evil. We need to
say that. We need to apol
ogize to those who were
tortured and abused and to
the people of Iraq. We
need to hold not only our
military accountable, but
those civilian leaders of the
military as well. We need
to question the role of pri
vate military contractors
and we need to search into
our souls about what has
happened to our country
and our world.
Bemice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.

Choosing Life Over Death by Being
Conservative----------- -------- ———--—
bv Malcolm Moore
A New Visions
Commentary
If you're reading this
commentary you're obvi
ously still alive. Up to this
point, you probably think
you've chosen life over
death when making critical
decisions. Right? Not nec
essarily.
If you are "conserva
tive," and live by conserva
tive principles, you may
very well be choosing life
over death. If you live by
"liberal” principles, how
ever, you may really be
choosing death.
This conclusion is ap
parent in an April 5, 2004
New York Times article by
Linda Villarosa entitled,
"AIDS Fears Grow for
Black Women." It provides
a set of statistics that
should - once again - sound
the alarm for African-

Americans
about
the
spread of AIDS in our com
munities.
Based on a study con
ducted in 29 states, its sta
tistics include the fact that
African-American women
are 23 times more likely to
be infected with AIDS than
white women. AfricanAmerican women also
accounted for 71.8 percent
of all new HIV cases
involving women between
1999 and 2002.
Just as alarming is a
smaller 2004 study of male
students conducted at 37
universities in North Caro
lina. This study found a
fast-spreading outbreak of
HIV infections among
African-American men.
The article further
notes that, in 2002,
African-Americans consti
tuted about 12 percent of
the U.S. population but 42

percent of persons living
with AIDS - and more than
50 percent of all new AIDS
cases. It points out the
rapid spread of AIDS in the
African-American commu
nity may be partly attribut
able to the fact that, in
2002, only 37.7 percent of
African American men and
only 29.2 percent of
African-American women
were married and living
with their spouses.
Things can be changed
for the better if one lives
conservatively.
There are certain liber
al behaviors that make it
more likely one will be at
risk of contracting AIDS.
To the contrary, acting
more conservative is more
suitable for AIDS preven
tion. For example, absti
nence from pre-marital sex,
joining and holding sacred
marriage unions, and re

jeering the use of illicit
drugs (including those
administered by needle)
dramatically decreases the
change one will be in a
position to contract AIDS.
Consequently, with the
rapid spread of AIDS
among African-Americans,
the correct decision choosing life - is to adopt a
conservative lifestyle.
Such a decision clearly
implies that a person
chooses life over death
when it comes to AIDS.
There are other types of
"deaths". that AfricanAmericans can avoid by
choosing to be conserva
tive. African-Americans
can avoid "social death"
and rejection by society,
which may grow to view
African-Americans as a
highly infected group much like lepers - if the
rapid spread of AIDS con-

tinues.
Similarly,
AfricanAmericans may avoid
"economic death" in choos
ing a conservative lifestyle.
If African-Americans con
tinue to embrace liberal
lifestyles and philosophies,
the spread of AIDS may
motivate firms not to hire
African-Americans - even
though there are laws
against such action - due to
the increased risk and costs
they might impose on firms
through higher insurance
premiums and decreased
productivity due to illness.
Finally, conservative
philosophies may assist
African-Americans in avoiding "group death."
Failure to stop the spread
of AIDS may forte the
nation to expend dispropor
tionate resources on health
care for African-Ameri
cans. Other Americans may

families of those who have
paid the full price for our
freedom. But the outrage
in our country means little.
These pictures will be long
remembered in the Arab
world and in other places
where people are looking
for an excuse to hate the
United States. They have
done much damage and
will continue to do so for a
number of years; The
President has tried to
address the Arab world and
explain America’s posi
tions. I agree with every
thing the President said, but
am afraid it will have little
impact in most places in
the world.
Hopefully, there will
be some who will under
stand that our country isn’t
perfect, but we do have a
rule of law which has
worked. The trial next
week in Baghdad of one of
the soldier guards will be a
timely example of our sys
tem of justice. These peo-

pie will be prosecuted and,
if convicted, given stiff
punishments. I thought it
was interesting that there
was a peaceful demonstra
tion early last week in front
of the Iraqi prison. I could
n’t help but think what
would have happened to
these people if they had
demonstrated with Sadaam
in power. I also couldn’t
help but think that the indi
viduals who are involved in
these reprehensible acts
would probably have been
given medals by Sadaam. I
wonder where all those in
Congress who spoke of
their outrage about this
were when the four
American civilians were
killed and their bodies des
ecrated several weeks ago.
In America, all our warts
are there for everyone to
see. That’s what makes this
country unique and our
democracy so precious.
I had an interesting
email from a friend of

mine, a university profes
sor in the eastern United
States. She, in part, said:
"I think the U.S. has
some long agonizing reap
praisals ahead. I am a long
standing proponent of the
citizen
redraft
army
because I believe the only
safe army is one that is half
full of folks who hate it.
The present POW issue, I
think, makes my case.
Draftees would have blown
the whistle on this six
months ago, as any soldier
should have. I don’t want
to think of the U.S. military
as a group of mercenaries."
I am sure that these
thoughts will be presented
in the hearings being held
in Washington. Some will
argue that the President
should
make
drastic
changes including firing
the Secretary of Defense
and all the generals and
brass in the chain of com
mand. Others will argue
that this is an isolated inci-

view this resource drain as
unwarranted and take ac
tion to prevent it. AIDS
patients without healthcare
die horrific deaths.
The spread of AIDS is
forcing African-Americans
to a decision-point, and the
choice is clear. AfricanAmericans can choose to
irrationally hold onto liber
al philosophies that result
in contracting AIDS, and
that lead to physical, social,
economic and group death.
We
can
alternatively
choose life by deciding to
adopt conservative princi
ples and philosophies.
What is your choice:
life or death?
Malcolm Moore is a
member of the National Ad
visory Council of the AfricanAmerican leadership network
Project 21. Comments may be
sent to Project21@nationalcenter.org.

Sad Days
bv Lou Frey. Jr,
I am sick, frustrated,
angry and ashamed. What I
am referring to is the treat
ment of the Iraqi prisoners
by a few, and let me
emphasize "a few," U.S.
service people. We don’t
know the full extent of the
mistreatment, nor do we
know how long it went on.
It appears that the army
moved quickly when it was
reported - but many ques
tions are still not answered.
But, as those pictures illus
trate (and many more are
coming), there was mis
treatment and there is no
excuse.
There
is
nothing
humane about war. In the
short history of our country
we have seen mistreatment
of prisoners during the
French and Indian wars
and,
during
the
Revolutionary War, on the
British prison ships off the
coast of New York City.
Our own Civil War pro

duced terrible prison camps
on both sides, including the
infamous prison camp at
Andersonville.
Nothing
can top the concentration
camps in Germany during
World War II. One of my
squadron mates in the
Navy was shot down in
August of 1965 and spent 7
_ years in the "Hanoi
Hilton." I know, from my
talks with him, what he and
the other prisoners went
through.
Unfortunately,
there are many mofe exam
ples of man’s inhumanity
to his fellow man.
What these individuals
did is a direct attack on the
character and courage of
the tens of thousands of
American troops who serve
and
are
serving
in
Afghanistan and Iraq and
around the world protect
ing our country. They are a
disgrace to the hundreds of
thousands who have served
their country honorably
over the years and to the

dent, it is being dealt with
by the President and the
Defense Department with
all due speed, and that our
system of justice must be
allowed to work. Finally, I
know Don Rumsfeld. He
will not resign under pres
sure. He will see this
through and take all the
blame, protecting the
President. He will leave
when he believes the time
is right. What a mess.
Lou Frey, Jr., Member of
Congress (FL ‘69-79); Past
President, Former Members
of
Congress;
Partner,
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster,
Kantor & Reed,
P.A.,
Orlando, Florida. You can
reach him via e-mail at:
lou.frey@lowndes-law.com.

We
Welcome
Your
Letters
to the
Editor

____________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Cheerleading Mini-Camp to
Feature Buccaneers
Cheerleaders------------------------------

The Buccaneer Cheerleaders
Sarasota County Parks
and Recreation in conjunc
tion with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers cheerleaders
will present a cheerleading
mini-camp June 11-18 at
Arlington Park in Sarasota.
Registrants from 6-18
years of age will be accept
ed for the five-day camp,
which will cover basic
cheerleading and choreog

raphy moves. The Bucca
neers cheerleaders will
serve as coaches. All par
ticipants will receive
goody bags.
The camp will be con
ducted 9-11 a.m. each day.
The cost is $125. Proceeds
will benefit the Adopt-ACamper
Foundation,
which gives scholarships
to families for children to

attend recreational camp
programs in Sarasota
County.
The camp size is limit
ed. For more information,
call Jim Wormley, Sarasota
County Parks and Recrea
tion, at (941) 373-7668.
To register, call (941) 8619869 or (941) 861-9870, or
visit the Web at http://
parksonline.scgov.net.

We Welcome Your Community News
Events and Pictures

Sarasota Man Convicted of
Murdering Parents
SARASOTA (AP) - A
man was convicted of rob
bing and killing his parents
in the garage of their home
two years ago.
Errol Watts, 34, was
found guilty Friday in the
deaths of longtime educa
tors Mary and Earl Watts
as they returned from a
golf trip.
The 12 person jury
will return next week to
recommend either a death
sentence or life in prison.
Circuit Judge Andrew D.
Owens will make the final
sentencing decision.
During the trial, prose
cutors said Watts got high
on crack cocaine the morn
ing of the murders, Aug.

Sarasota County
Land Purchase Will
Provide Soil for
Landfill Operation -

chest and back of the head,
a medical examiner testi
fied. Earl Watts was shot
twice, once in the hip and
once in the chest.
Errol Watts was arrest
ed
outside
their house min
Errol Watts
utes after the murders.
25, 2002, and had been
"Here is a man who
selling his parents' posses decided to use drugs, and
sions for drugs throughout use whatever means to get
the weekend.
drugs," prosecutor Debra
Mary Watts was the Johnes Riva said in her
school district's first black closing argument Friday.
assistant superintendent "That 'whatever means'
before she retired in 1997. was robbing and killing his
Earl Watts was a coach and parents."
administrator who had
Watts' defense team
spent more than 30 years did not present any evi
in education.
dence or call any witnesses
Mary Watts was shot in an attempt to prove his
three times, in the cheek,- innocence.

County and Booker High
Celebrate Environmental
Service and Education------------

The Sarasota County
Board of Commissioners
has approved proceeding
with the purchase of a
l,000-acre tract that will
assure a 40-year supply of
soil for the county landfill,
the projected life of the
facility.
The county expects to
complete the purchase of
the property in late August
from the Albritton family,
long-time Sarasota resi
dents and pioneers in the
citrus business, The prop
erty is adjacent to the land
fill in eastern Sarasota
County.
"We need a new source
of soil for daily cover and
to cap the landfill," said
Gary Bennett, general
manager of the Solid

Waste Division of Sarasota
County
Environmental
Services.
"The property will
provide enough dirt of suf
ficient quantity for the life
of the landfill," Bennett
added. "Since the site is
adjacent to the landfill,
we’ll save significant haul
ing costs. It’s an ideal
piece of land for our needs
and assures the future via
bility of an essential coun
ty operation."
The landfill opened in
1998 and has required
more than half a million
cubic yards of soil for
operation. Funds for the
purchase will come from
the Sarasota County’s
Solid Waste Fund Balance.

Booker High School’s
Environmental
Science
Academy and Sarasota
County will hold a public
celebration at Red Bug
Slough Preserve on Satur
day, May 15, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The celebration
honors the first anniversary
of Red Bug Slough as an

Woodcarver’s Club, Sar
asota Butterfly Club,
Environmental
Science
Academy of Booker High
School, Keep Sarasota
County Beautiful, Florida
Department of Forestry,
Sarasota County’s Firewise
program, TLC Wildlife
Rehabilitation
Center,

Rustic Furniture, Sustain
able Sarasota, and Site
Watch Group of the Red
Bug Slough Preserve.
Parking is at the nearby
Sarasota Vocational In
stitute, and a free SCAT
bus will shuttle partici
pants. For more informa
tion, call 355-2967.

outdoor classroom.
The public is invited to
the free family-oriented
celebration featuring envi
ronmental education activi
ties by Booker High stu
dents, environmental skits
by Brookside Middle
School students, trail walks
through the Preserve, the

new butterfly garden as
well as food, music, games
and an all-species costume
parade with prizes. Free Tshirts go to the first 50 par
ticipants in the litter
cleanup.
Participating groups
include the Audubon Soci
ety, Sierra Club, Bay Indies

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Starlights Present Program Aimed at Youth

The Starlights
photo by Rassi

ST. PETERSBURG God is the forefront and the
keeper of the Starlights
Performance Arts. With
God in mind all the time,
the Starlights have been
working hard on present-

ing, “Empowering Youth
for Future Leadership.”
This show’s biggest focus
is the “Issues Youth Face.”
The topics within the pro
gram are Youth Christian
Experience, The Journey of

Advances in Mental
Health Research and
Treatment
The Louis de la Parte
Florida Mental Health
Institute at the University
of South Florida is cele
brating its 30th Anniver
sary with a month-long se
ries of events to help raise
public awareness about the
advances in mental health
research and treatment.
The events kicked-off May
6 with an opening recep
tion at the Fine Line Art
Exhibition by Michael Nye
at Old Hyde Park Village

in Tampa. Nye's portraits
and narratives reveal the
painfully intense and often
poignant lives of people
with mental and addictive
disorders. The exhibit is
free and open to the public
and will be on display
through June 20, Fridays
and Saturdays from 12
p.m. to 7 p.m. and Sundays
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, call
Patty Cleveland at (813)
974-4694.

an African-American, and
Keeping Up With the
Fashion.
As we know, it takes a
village to raise one child. It
is so important that our
youth have wise experi-

enced leaders to lead them
in their life experience. The
Senior Starlights - Brittany
Turner, Britteny Lewis, and
Alilah Wright - had the
opportunity of interviewing
three prominent leaders of

this community. The pas
tors who were interviewed
are:
Rev.
Clarence
Williams, Greater Mt. Zion
A.M.E. Church; Pastor
Ellis Hodge, Word of Life
Fellowship Church; and
Pastor Louis Murphy, Sr.,
Mt. Zion Progressive Bap
tist Church.
The girls’ main focus
was to deal with three dif
ferent
denominations.
Interviewing the ministers,
they learned a lot about the
ministry views for our city,
our youth, and our church
es.
To hear what their
quotes were, join us on
Saturday, May 29, at Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18 Ave.
S. Donations will be ac
cepted at the door. Brunch
will be served from 11 a.m.
- 1 p.m. The show starts at
2 p.m.
For ticket information,
call Deloris Green Foster at
(727) 8987113.

President Marc H. Morial
Serves as Keynote Speaker
for Annual Pinellas County
Urban League Dinner---------PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Urban League will host its
26th
Annual
Equal
Opportunity Day Dinner at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday^
May 27, at the Sheraton
Sand Key Resort, located
at 1160 Gulf Blvd. on
Clearwater Beach. The
guest for this Urban
League fundraiser will be
Marc H. Morial is the
immediate past two (2)
term mayor of the city of
New Orleans. Tickets for
the dinner is $100 per per
son or $1,000 for a table of
ten. To purchase tickets or
a table for this event,
please call the Pinellas
County Urban League at

Marc H. Morial
(727) 327-2081 or stop by
the Urban League office,

neaker World
All Children’s
UP TO SIZE 3

The Hospice to Offer
Bereavement Volunteer
Training-------------------------------------LARGO - The Hos
pice of the Florida Sun
coast will offer bereave
ment volunteer training at
two service centers. Re
cent revisions in this train
ing will allow volunteers
who know they want to
help with bereavement to
be trained without attend
ing the entire patient and
family support training.
There is great flexibility in
how, when and where vol
unteers can perform tasks

related to bereavement.
Bereavement volunteers
can make calls to survivors
from home or can mail
them a note. Often a mes
sage on an answering
machine makes a big dif
ference to someone who is
missing a loved one. Some
bereavement volunteers
provide clerical support in
the office, some take
names and listen to sur
vivors’ stories at memorial
services, and some make

home visits when needed.
One training is scheduled
at south community serv
ice center on five consecu
tive Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. through May
28. At north community
service center, the training
is set for Fridays, May 28
through June 25, from 9
a.m. to noon.
For more information,
please call Kathy Roble at
(727) 586-4432.

located at 333 31st St. N.,
St. Petersburg.

All Children’s
SIZES 4-7

Ladies' Designer Handbags

$Q99
12"

ANDS

Minimum $25 Purchase I
Must present coupon at time of purchase |

ineaker World >
— — — _ —I — J
Open Only: Fri & Sat 9:30am - 8:00pm • Sun 11:00am - 5:00pm
2325 34th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • Lakeview Shopping Center
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

Gibbs Class of ’59 to Attend
New Hope —--------------------------ST. PETERSBURG The Gibbs class of ’59 will
be attending church servic
es at New Hope Mission
ary Baptist at 2120 - l9th

St. S., on Sunday, May 23.
Service begins at 10:30
a.m. under the direction of
the Rev. Carlos Senior.
The class is asking all

RECOLLECTIONS

classmates and Gibbs High
Alumni to attend church
services with them.

Birthdaying, But Not in the
Top Shelf Manner--------------------by Mabel Cooper

by Frances Pinckney

(823-6092)
MOTHER’S DAY.
Mother’s Day isn’t just
for young children to say,
“I love you, Mom.” It’s for
adults fortunate enough to
have mothers still living to
say what’s in their hearts.
Unfortunately, my mom
isn’t around now for me to
say what’s in my heart to
her...but she was just about
the nicest woman I have
ever known. Well, she
wasn’t just my mom; I
shared her with my five
brothers and four sisters.
Mom saw the good
side of most things, and I
can’t remember her ever
complaining. To tell the
truth, I can’t remember my
mom on many occasions
saying anything bad about
anyone. In fact, I was
never told that I was bad.
Okay, I was told that I
should have or shouldn’t
have done something. And
believe you me, there
never was, and to this day,
any doubt about her being
the boss.
I never met anyone
who didn’t like Mom. I
never heard anything about
her that wasn’t good.
Another great thing
about our Mom was her
sense of humor. (I think I
inherited it from her.) She
had the penchant for see
ing the funny side of most
things. She particularly
liked to tell things on her
self - that’s how strong she
was.
Mom believed you
ought to do the right thing,
by everyone, all the time.
She also believed that
when someone didn’t do
right, they had the prob
lem, not the other way
around.
Mom wasn’t what you
would’ve called a pleas
ure-seeker.
She
just
seemed to obtain pleasure

in almost everything she
did.
Mom believed totally
and absolutely in God.
And proof of that was her
total lack of fear of any
thing in her life or what lay
beyond.
If I ever achieve the
inner peace and satisfac
tion that our mom had, I
will truly be a rich woman.
Mom was understand
ing, forgiving to a fault.
She was just about the
nicest woman in the whole
world. And I love her.
***
YOU ARE WELCOME
TO JOIN THEM
Gibbs High School
Class of ‘59 president
Theotis Wright and class
members of 1959 are invit
ing all Gibbs classes and
the Gladiators and espe
cially you and yours, to
join them on Sunday, May
13 at New Hope Baptist
Church, 2120- 19th St. S„
at 10 a.m., as they join the
pastor and the New Hope
Church family as they lift
up the name of Jesus, in
song and praise.
Now, please don’t for
get to mark your calendar
for this date, time and
place.
***
NOW, DID YOU KNOW
THIS? IF NOT, TAKE A
LOOK AND LEARN
“When the Lord creat
ed man, He gave him two
ends, one to think with and
the other to sit on. Ever
since that eventful day,
man’s success or failure
has been dependent on
which he uses most. It
always has been - and
always will be - a case of
heads you win, tail you
lose.”
***

Gifted with the Word

Rebecca Holliman and Sallie Wells
by Mabel Cooper
Rebecca Holliman of
Wadley, Ga. and her twin
sister, Sallie Wells formal
ly of Waynesboro, Ga.,
now a resident of our town,
on Saturday, May T, were
feted at and with a celebra
tion on their 90th natal day.
The large dinner celebra
tion was held at the 25th
Ave. and 36th St. S. home
of Sallie’s youngest daugh
ter, Jannie Wells, whom
she resides with.
The celebration was a
gathering of the clan of
family members with a
sprinkling of good friends
and well-wishers, includ
ing this writer.
The twin sisters were
the center of attraction
from a 6 p.m. beginning
until their sleepy time
down south ending. For
the occasion, Rebecca and
Sallie wore identical casu
al pants suits. Both of them
carried strap-held purses
that never left their arm or

side, just like Sophia on
the Golden Girls TV show.
They were fun to be
around, especially Sally.
They were active and styl
ishly arrayed.
After a period of com
fortable conversation, a
very tasty menu of fingerlickin’ barbequed ribs and
chicken and all kinds of
soul food dishes were
served.
The guests and family
sang Happy Birthday to
the twins while serving
slices and chunks of a
large beautiful birthday
cake to the obvious enjoy
ment of them. Their natal
day was April 15, 1914.
When the twins were bom,
according to a family
source, they were triplets.
The other daughter died at
age six. Their parents had
12 siblings.
Rebecca has five chil
dren and Sallie has 12.
This was one birthday cel
ebration they will long

remember.
Hosting it were their
children: Jannie, Sallie,
and James Wells, and
Hazel Thompson (all of
our town), Daisy Facyon
of Ft. Lauderdale, Eula
Cokley, John and Joseph,
and Mamie Ruth Gallon.
Rebecca’s daughter,
Ruth, took her to her home
in Georgia on May 2 by
way of Miami. Also,
atending the celebration
were a long time family
member, Willie Meri
weather of Hephzibah,
GA. Oh, come on now, you
know where that is. Good
luck to you Rebecca and
Sallie. May God keep on
blessing you, as He
already has.’Aging is a part
of living and it agrees with
you two.

There Is A Reason TO Read
The Weekly Challenger!

With That In Mind,
STAYLOOSE!

FEATURING

St. Pete Welcomes

B & B Major Appliance Repair
We repair all brands of kitchen and laundry
appliances, including water heaters.

• B.J.:

“Chile, he has the gift
of the Word, knows the
Bible back and forth. He’s
able to just walk up to any
one and start talking about
the Bible and get their at
tention. I was looking for a
spiritual man and thought I
had found him.”
These were just a few
of the accolades given to a
man who shall remain an
onymous. Three black ca
reer women who were
married to this man simul
taneously with five other
women were featured on
the “Montel Williams
Show.” They are highly
educated.
One holds a Masters
Degree in psychology (Dr.
Phil would probably ask
her, “How is it working for
you?”). This woman lost
$50,000 and her home.
This gifted one failed to
tell her that the home was
in foreclosure and made
sure to hide the mail so she
would not find out. She did
not have a clue that war
rants from the courts had
been issued.
The other women sus
tained huge losses also.
One bought him thousands
of dollars worth of suits
and shoes. (I would’ve
given this scamp a voucher
to Salvation Army thrift
store for clothes and
tokens to take the bus to
day labor.)
One of the women
said, “He acted like I was
the center of his life. His
dimples got to me.” Can
you believe that this wom
an is talking this foolish
ness after filing bigamy
charges against him. This
man who lied and deceived
them and took everything
that wasn’t nailed down is
still held in a good light.
One stated, “I always
wanted a spiritual man - a
family man who goes to
church with his family.” It

Phonef (727) 821-7851

ing.
One evening I noticed,
a cowbell on the table and
asked why the bell was,
there. Father Ben ex
plained that he thought it
would be easier for me if
he rang the bell when they
were ready for dessert.
Then I wouldn’t have to
call out from the kitchen
and ask if they are ready
for dessert. “Ring that bell,
Father, and you might not
get dessert,” I said serious
ly.
They looked at each
other, and they understood.
I went on with the business
of cooking, knowing that
they were fully aware that
this black woman would
not tolerate “plantation
treatment.” They were
highly educated and gifted
in many aspects. I gave
them due respect and
expected the same from
them.
Montel gave this man
time to tell his side of the
story via phone from the
Lawrenceville, Ga., jail
where he is serving six
years for bigamy. He
argued that his religion
was challenged, that he’d
studied
the
Mormon
Church principles and that
multiple marriages are not
illegal.
“You are a Baptist, and
that’s how you presented
yourself to us,” the three
women told him. He be
came indignant, said he
was a good husband, he
knows how to treat women
and he hung up the phone.
So much for this man
“gifted with the Word.” I
say to these women - listen
to the Word if you must.
Acknowledge his gift of
gab, but don’t accept him
as your personal gift. He’s
attached a mighty high
price to himself. En
courage him to use his
looks and way with words
to get a good job.

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

“The very nature of kindness
is to spread.”

• Factory Trained Technicians
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

turned out that this “gifted
with the Word” rascal had
pulled off attending church
with his current wife and
new girlfriend, who he told
was his ex-wife. She said
he asked her to meet him at
church and that his ex-wife
might join him for church
services.
“He took the aisle seat,
his wife sat beside him and
the new girlfriend sat next
to her - talk about a smooth
operator, and how! It
appears to me that awe
some
feelings
about
preachers run amuck
among black women. At
one point, these women
spoke so glowingly about
this man, Montel asked,
“Did you ever want to just
go after him with a base
ball bat?”
My dad was a preach
er, and I remember how
some of the women carried
on over him. A deacon of
one of daddy’s little outof-town churches came to
visit with his wife some
times. I will never forget
this woman showing off
her recently red dyed hair.
She was talking to mama
about it but doing a “show
and tell” with daddy.
As I recall, he didn’t
like it and used some fit
ting scripture to admonish
her. Frankly, it was not his
business to like or dislike
it. I wish mama had told
both of them off. Naw, I
didn’t find daddy awesome
- don’t care how good they
say he could preach. He
was okay - a fair-to-mid
dling sort of man.
On the other hand, I
found my maternal grand
pa, an unordained preach
er, an awesome business
man who provided very
well for his family. In spite
of a very limited educa
tion, he owned a large
acreage of land. He had a
great work ethic. I didn’t

find anything awesome
about his preaching.
While working full
time as a social worker, I
cooked for four priests
associated with St. Jude’s
Cathedral. The former
maid was Spanish. I don’t
think these priests had
been around many black
people - St. Jude’s was pre
dominantly white. These
priests were catered to by
the elderly women in the
parish. They appeared to
be pleased with my cook

• DIANE HUGHES:

5am-l Oam,M-F. Total Praise with the best •

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.
• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

- Sri Chinmoy

T0am-1pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.
• MICHEALT:

how can you keep
a kid off drugs?
The truth is, a little of your time cart make a lifetime
ef difference. Because kids with something to do
are less likely to do drugs. Ymi can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanhelpklds.orfl
Qttkcof Nat»on«l PwgOwmot Policy

Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONYCHARLES:

Take you back home with your favorite

WE BUY HOUSES
GET CA$H NOW!
QUICK CLOSINGS

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

For

ADVERTISING CALL
DONZA DRUMMOND, SALES MANAGER

727-821-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving (Tampa (Bay Since 1976

Office: 327-WRXB (9792) "
2060 - lst Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

MORTGAGE PAYMENTS BEHIND?/ APPROACHING FORECLOSURE?/ DIVORCE?
LOST YOUR JOB?/ DEATH IN THE FAMILY?/ LIENS ON YOUR HOUSE?/ NEED
SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER THE PAYMENTS?/ ANY SITUATION - NO PROBLEM!

CALL ANYTIME WE CAN HELP!
(727) 686-9915 • (727) 743-4751
EARN $

1000.00\ CA^OOSTOTEADTmrM HSiWpURCHASE

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
Churches
from front page
District Bishop John H.
Adams, African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Adams
said, "cooperative and con
temporary" and told the lay
leaders that it was "in the
magic of those two words
you gather." He explained
they must "cooperate
against all the false lines of
race, gender, challenge,
faith and denomination."
"We've been pushed
apart from each other by
shallow, superficial and
silly separations," Adams
said. "You can do together
better than separately," a
theme he repeated often
saying it was important and
also "our moral and spiritu-

al duty." He further ex
plained that although they
should have acted sooner,
any time was better than
never to do something to
make Pinellas County a
better place to live, not for
themselves because they
were privileged already.
"But for the marginalized"
for those with .no food, no
home, no healthcare, "in a
nation that can spend $4billion a month to kill peo
ple someplace else."
Adams told them the
past was gone and the
future uncertain, to stop lis
tening to TV preachers,
read the Bible and act.
"The scripture teaches to
do justice and love mercy,"
he said. "If GOD is our
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Many local ministers attended the Lay Leaders Orientation Workshop
father we are all brothers
and sisters." He further ad
monished them that they
needed a strategy because
"you can't change the sys
tem by being nice. Jesus
was not always gentle."
"If you do what you are

Celebrate
from front page
tion programs. He stressed
the necessity for the stu
dents to "take what you
learned here, spread the
message and bring it back."
Rouson told them that
when he returned "they told
me I couldn't make it." He
explained that lacking
money for suits or ties that
he appeared in court in
long, flowing Nigerian
attire. When criticized for
not wearing a tie he did not
admit poverty but "told
them 'given our history' he
couldn't fathom why any
Black man would willingly
wear anything knotted
around his neck, and said
people left him alone.
He congratulated them
"for putting something in
your mind they can’t take
away," and reminded the
students "they have places
for us." He reminded them
that while cutting funds for
education that Governor
Jeb Bush spent $60-million

Brenda Nelson, Program Manager
on prisons. "They can lock
your body up, they can't
lock your mind up. You are
victory. I love you for not
giving up."
It would be easy for
many of these students to
give up. Elder Martin
Rainey reminded the stu
dents the NAACP building
sits in the middle of the
economically disadvan
taged Florida Front Porch
area. He spoke of honoring
the adult students who

were on the "path of educa
tion and change."
One of those students
who did not give up was
Amos Works Jr. who is
waiting for his GED test
results and helps tutor other
students. Works offered
words of encouragement
and displayed some of the
exquisite greeting cards
that he creates and sells
nationally. He said that
people like his cards and
that he enjoys the creative

gathered to do you will be
controversial. The people
in power will try to co-opt
you. They will offer you
some goodies. So you can't
be for sale," he said.
Although they intend
to cross all doctrinal lines

and intend to have a full
partnership of Christian,
Jewish and Muslim congre
gations so far, the Muslims
are missing from the mix of
36 churches and a syna
gogue that participated.
Still plans call to expand

process of making them.
Works told the gather
ing that their attitude was
critical, but so were choic
es. He reminded the group
that when people travel
they consult a road map
and may consult it when
they reach a fork in the
road to make sure they go
the right way. He compared
life decisions to a road trip
and said that when they had
a choice to stop a moment
and make sure they were
taking the right fork in their
road of life.
He said that many
years ago he did not take
the time to "contemplate"
the direction he was going.
He said that he ended up
eating out of garbage cans
and waiting for the rain to
shower. It .was when his
body was locked up in
prison, that he learned the
art and craft of making his
beautiful greeting cards
from another inmate. Gf his
family only one brother
stuck with him and offered

encouragement through the
hard times.
"I can be mad, I can be
upset but then I get into my
artwork. I'm cool," Works
said. He has made cards for
12 to 14 years. He said "it
is a joy to me" and that the
words come from selfexpression from the experi
ences he has had and that
people like his cards
because "I put reality in my
cards."
There is another reali
ty. After two years, the
Midtown Technology Cen
ter already has outdated
technology. They have
maximized the updates to
the systems of their donat
ed 10-year-old computers
and recently had to turn
down an offer of free edu
cational software that they
needed because their com
puter system cannot be
upgraded further to support
the new software. They
need new computers, soon.

Free Exam Screenings
Available for Women —
PINELLAS COUN
TY— In honor of National
Women’s Health Week
(May
9
-15),
the
Community
Health
Center’s of Pinellas, Inc.,
will be offering free breast
exam screenings during
May 13-14. All screenings
will take place from 8:30 11:30 a.m.
On Thursday, May 13,
the Community Health

Centers at Pinellas Park
(6237 66th St. N.)» as well
as Mother and Child Care
of Clearwater (400 N. Fort.
Harrison Ave.) will offer
their
screenings.
On
Friday, May 14, the
Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Health Center (1344 22nd
St. S., St. Petersburg), will
also hold services.
For further informa
tion, contact the Commun-

ity Health Centers at (727)
544-2284, Mother and
Child Care at (727) 4611439, or the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center at
(727) 821-6701. Women
ages 50-64 may qualify for
a free pap smear and mam
mogram. For more on this,
contact Dr. Spencer at
(727)
824-6900,
ext.
11508.

"From the Heart of the
Hood" Festival
Celebrates Winky Wright
ST. PETERSBURG On Saturday, May 22, the
African People’s Educa
tion and Defense Fund,
Inc. will host "From the
Heart of the Hood," a festi
val celebrating the efforts
of local boxing champion
Winky Wright. The event,
being held at Campbell
Park, located at 501 14th
St. S., will also showcase
Midtown businesses and
community service organi-

zations. The festival takes
place from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wright will be on hand as a
special guest. The enter
tainment for the day will
include: Bombai, Muke
Moody, Life, Lizz, Uhuru
Band, and other local
artists.
For more information
and vending opportunities,
please call (727) 8212437, or (727)’896-8795.

ended the season with 1676
yards rushing and 26
touchdowns. He was also
voted the games offensive
MVP by the league owners.
Defensively,
the
Sharks were led by the
games defensive MVP
Johnny Newsome who had
12 tackles. The defense al
so got an outstanding per
formance from DT Kendran Murphy who had 10
tackles, and 4 quarterback
sacks. Linebackers Rob
Newsome and Troy Lassi
ter, and DT Dennis Fowler.
They combined for 23

tackles. The defense gave
up 48 yard rushing and 189
passing. The Bulls were
final able to score on their
last possession of the game
to make the score 31-6.
The game which start
ed off with a lot of intensi
ty lost some of its luster
early when a Bulls player
was seriously injured
towards the end of the first
quarter. The Sharks also
sustained a lost when twotime All SSFL OL Mike
Shoro damaged his ACL
and MCL early in the
fourth quarter.

Still the Only Champions
the SSFL Has Ever Known!
ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Sharks
went into Saturday’s Sou
thern States Football Lea
gue, Rice Bowl IV against
the Miami Magic City
Bulls as the three-time
champion of the four year
old league. The Sharks
came into the game with an
11-1 record. While the tal
ented, but young first year
Bulls were 5-7.
After receiving the
opening kickoff, the Bulls
got an early reminder of
week 11 when the Sharks
defeated them 43-12. The
Sharks defense forced the
Bulls to a three and out.
The offense took over on
the 32 yard line. On the
third play QB Nick Kirby
threw a pass in the middle
of the field to a double cov
ered WR Phil Webster. The
ball was somewhat short,
and tipped in the air. Web
ster caught the tipped ball

and raced to the end zone
for a 67 yard touchdown.
The Bulls and Sharks next
offensive possessions were
three and outs. However
the Bulls did have an op
portunity to score when
they blocked the Sharks
punt attempt, and recov
ered it on the 23 yard line.
On their first play they
gained 5 yards; however on
their second play the ball
was snapped over their
quarterbacks head and was
recovered by the Sharks oh
the 44 yard line. The
Sharks made the Bulls pay
with an 11 play drive which
ended when RB Charles
McKinnon went around the
left end for the first of his
three touchdowns on the
day.
Going into the second
quarter, the Bulls still were
not able to sustain any type
of scoring drive on the
Sharks defense, while the

Sharks offense still contin
ued to put points on the
board. During the second
quarter Kirby found Web
ster three times for 91
yards and another touch
down. Webster also set up
McKinnon second touch
down with a 41 yard recep
tion;
The Sharks final score
came in the opening drive
of the second half. Again it
was Webster who set up a
McKinnon score with a 26
yard reception. McKinnon
then took the next play 23
for a touchdown.
Offensively, the Sharks
were led by Kirby who
completed 6 passes for 185
yards and 2 touchdowns.
Webster had all but one
catch and one yard for
Kirby. He also had both
touchdewns.j McKifcnon
ended the game with 83
yards rushing and three
touchdowns. McKinnon

VETERAN’S CLAIMS

Percent
Disability
60%
70%
80%
90%
100%

press every morning to dis minutes to keep it in." He
solve. the goo in his eye. watches the clock and said,
He said Schwartz put him "that medicine goes in
on the newer eye drop your system if you don't do
Lumigan® but that he also that and makes you feel
carefully read the brochure yucky."
and makes sure that he
He said his brother-inkeeps the medication in the law also has glaucoma and
duct where it belongs by complained of side effects
holding his finger on the so he told him to "stick his
spot for two-minutes.
d— finger in his eye" to
Schwartz said that al hold the medication in, and
though it helped DiNicola never heard another word.
to change the prescription Actually the glaucoma
for his eye drops, as long website advises patients to
as a medication works for do just that and to make
a patient that there is no sure they keep their eyes
reason to prefer a different open so they don't squeeze
drug. He said that keeping the drops out of their eye.
it in the duct of the eye
"It's just like getting
rather than allowing it to cancer, if you catch it in
go elsewhere in the system time you can treat it,"
where it was not needed DiNicola said and added,
and could cause side ef "I'm very happy with the
fects does enhance the ef results, I guess I'm very
fectiveness of any eye fortunate."
drop.
The Glaucoma Re
DiNicola said his wife search Foundation offers a
Lorena "Renie" babies free newsletter on glauco
him, which he enjoys, and ma by mail or e-mail, con
places the drops in his eye tact them at info@glaucoalthough he could do it. He ma.org or call 415-986has never had side effects. 3162, or visit their web
"No mood swings, no side page at www.glauco
effects at all. I think the ma.org for more resources
secret is that I read the and information.
label. It said hold your fin
ger on the eye for a few

Sth Aanlversa
We extend our sincerest thanks to our patients
for allowing us to serve you for 25 years.
• George E. Banks, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

■

5203 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, PL 3,3710
Ph: (727) 327-2966 Pax: (727) 321-5514

General and Implant Dentistry

• Mendee B. Ligon, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

• All Federal Agencies and Private are required by law to have
a Disabled Veterans Affirmation Action Plan

MOnthly
Rate
$203
$199
$407
$539
$725

Blind
from front page
can also be another condi
tion thus, it is critical to be
tested for glaucoma.
Because
DiNicola
caught it so early his vision
returned to normal, which
is unusual when vision loss
is detected it is usually be
cause the disease has pro
gressed and the vision loss
is not reversible, Schwartz
said.
According to the Glau
coma Research Foundation
website glaucoma is a
group of eye diseases that
destroys sight by destroy
ing the optic nerve that
carries the images people
see to their brains. Al
though high intraocular
(within the eyeball) pres
sure (IOP) was once be
lieved to cause the disease
physicians now know that
sometimes pressure is nor
mal and that heredity, an
eye injury or blow to the
head can also cause glau
coma.
DiNicola said that he
originally used another
brand of eye drops that
worked but matted his eye
overnight, which meant he
had to apply a warm com-

lot of problem solving
methods," said O. B.
Bartley, a lay leader from
Southside
Tabernacle
Baptist Church. "I've got to
take this information back
to the church and we'll
digest it."
Barbara Williams, a
Bethel Community Church
lay leader said, "I thought it
was great. It was very
informative and
well
attended."
"I think the concept is
great. It's a long time com
ing," Reverend Evans said.
"It's a positive step in the
right direction for Pinellas
County and St. Petersburg,
especially when congrega
tions can set aside theology
to address the needs of
humankind."
Afterward the minis
ters huddled onstage with
POC Lead Organizer,
Haley Grossman. Her job
was to ask pointed ques
tions to keep them on track
with the biblical ideal of
cooperation and avoid any
tensions that might divide
the group. The idea is to
keep this group on track for
its
task
of helping
humankind in Pinellas
County.

• Reginald Ligon, D.D.S.

• No Time Limit For Claims •

• Service - Connected Disability
• Hospital and Outpatient Care • Insurance
• Non Service - Connected Pension
• V.A. Loan $100,000 & Up.
• Powers Of Attorney - Referral

Percent
Disability
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%

congregations
through
December of 2005.
Father Joe Diaz of
Holy Trinity Episcopal
Church and Reverend
Manuel Sykes of Bethel
Community Church gave a
biblical perspective of what
they said God expects a
city to look like from a
social justice standpoint.
They said that their basis is
that Deuteronomy 6:3 says
that the world belongs to
God. They also explained
what went wrong and what
to do.
They explained that the
history contained in the
Bible is pertinent because
history is cyclical, repeats
and thus is applicable to
contemporary
society.
They used passages from
both Deuteronomy and
Ezekiel to present and
explain the systems of val
ues, politics and economics

as they said God intended
and how they existed as an
example for society today.
They explained that the
scriptures made provisions
for debts to be forgiven
every seven years thus
eliminating the dilemma of
a society of have's and have
nots. Or what they de
scribed as the current Ame
rican society of consum
erism that "costs those with
the most the least" and
where most people "live at
the bottom holding the rest
up." Thus, those speakers
further
expanded
on
Adams' premise that the
church must lead the fight
for social justice.
The meeting was kept
to a strict timetable. A call
to set a date for congrega
tions to have their first
meetings sent ministers
scrambling for day plan
ners, PDA's and cell
phones as they lined up to
announce their dates.
Those meetings are also
word of mouth and
designed to expand the
base of lay leaders.
Rabbi Arthur Baseman
of B'nai Israel Synagogue
gave a closing prayer in
both Hebrew and English
and told the assembly that
"we need each other."
"I think they have
some great ideas. They
were able to illuminate a

MOnthly
Rate
$890
$1,795
$2,155
$3,299
$4,163

MARY HUFF, Counselor
P.O. Box 290922
Tampa, FL
(813)626-4331

FREE APPOINTMENT
HOME VISITS
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5201 Central fAve., St. Petersburg, PL 33710
Ph: (727) 321-7880
Pax: (727) 327-6484
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EDUCATION
Pinellas Black Community to Meet
with County School Board
ST. PETERSBURG The Concerned Organiza
tions for Quality Education
for
Black
Students
(COQEBS) invites parents,
students and all interested
persons to a meeting with
your Pinellas .County
School Board. All School
Board members have been
invited to attend.
The meeting is Sunday,
May 23, at 4 p.m. at Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist
Church, located at 955 -

20th St. S„ St. Petersburg,
the Rev. Louis Murphy,
pastor.
The purpose of the
meeting is to get answers to
questions that parents have
about the education of their
children. Specifically, par
ents will want to know:
• How they can choose
a school for their children
under provisions of the
“No Child Left Behind
Act.”
• When the new super-

intendent will take leader
ship of the District.
• How the achievement
gap will be closed.
• What happens after
the federal court no longer
supervises the District’s
integration effort in 2007.
And,
• How we can develop
a partnership with the
Pinellas County School
Board.
Parents are encouraged
to submit questions in

advance for the questions
and answers portion of the
program. Fax your ques
tions to (727) 328-7143.
COQEBS is member
ship based and comprised
of the major organizations,
groups and citizens inter
ested in the educational
achievement and advance
ment of black Pinellas
County students.
For additional informa
tion, call (727) 327-2027.

Urban League Youth Summit Lands
Local Student New Computer---------

Lacee Miller, 13, won new computer
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Thirteen-year-old Lacee
Miller was all smiles as she
won a new computer spon
sored by Staples, while
attending the Pinellas
County Urban League first
Community Youth Crime
Prevention Forum, held
Saturday, April 24, at the
St. Petersburg College
Allstate Center.
An estimated one hun
dred and twenty communi
ty residents participated in
the first youth forum of this
kind hosted by the Urban
League’s Youth Crime
Prevention and Interven
tion Program. The objec
tive of the forum was to
provide a- series of chal
lenging workshops, em
phasizing the "Conse
quences of Crime," "Teen
Pregnancy Prevention (Ab
stinence)," " What to Do If
Stopped by the Police" and
"Preparing Oneself for
Summer Employment."
Local businesses were
very supportive of the
forum by sponsoring an
array of door prizes and
lunches from Boston Mar
ket and HoneyBaked Ham.
James O. Simmons, Presi
dent and CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban
League commented that,
"crime prevention and teen
pregnancy education are
tough subjects to address
not only in African Ameri
can communities, it is diffi-

cult in all communities.
The Pinellas County Urban
League is diligently work
ing to reach our most [diffi
cult] to serve youth, by
providing them with solu
tions and alternatives to
crime and delinquency.
However, we are not
alone, the St. Petersburg
Police Department, State
Attorney’s Office and other
community agencies are
working hand-in-hand to
support crime prevention
from the grass-roots level.
Our efforts will benefit the
community as a whole, be
cause together we are able
to serve more children who
are at-risk and in need of
community-based crime
and teen pregnancy preven
tion education."
The youth forum was
really nice says Sharon
Currin, mother of sixteen
year-old Audrey Ruffin. "I
was angry about being here
on a Saturday morning at
first, asking myself, why
am I having to come to a
forum about preventing
crime when my daughter is
the one who committed the
offense, but when I had a
chance to listen to the
speakers, I realized they
had some valuable points.
My daughter left with a dif
ferent attitude as well, the
speakers from the State
Attorney’s Office, Caryle
Johnson and Leslie Fortune
explained the laws about

Youth Summit participants Antwon Grace, 10, and
S.W. Grace, 65
juvenile crime and how my Antwon’s troubles ' are
daughter’s actions could behind him. The programs
land her in big trouble, they provided by the Urban
League has taught him a
really got her attention."
Other participants like lot; he knows to stay away
S.W. Grace, 65, had only from those boys who got
good things to say about him into trouble before. It
his experience as well. was a great experience for
Grace is the guardian of me to learn about the
Antwon Grace, age 10. Urban League and all the
During the Youth Crime things they are doing for
Prevention Forum, Antwon the community," he added.
also had lucky door prize
The community youth
numbers, which won him a forum with local profes
personal computer as well. sional speakers was anoth
" All of the young peo er element of crime preven
ple who spoke of positive tion the Pinellas County
things and how the Urban Urban is bringing to the
League supports their community. Partners in
effort to go on to college helping to make this forum
and make something out of a success were: USA GAP
themselves was just won Pinellas, Aaron’s, Staples,
derful. My wife passed last Water & Energy Savings,
year - we have had custody Lundy’s Liquors, Parkside
Saffron’s
of Antwon since he was 8 16 Movies,
months-old, but now it is Caribbean
Restaurant,
just Antwon and me. We Ruth Eckerd Hall, Outback
didn’t know what to expect Steakhouse,
Carrabba’s
after Antwon got into trou Italian Grill, Toys "R" Us,
ble at school and had to go K-mart, Midas Mufflers,
to the Urban League for Pronto Car Wash, CVS,
services.
The
Urban Boston Market, Smith
League staff treated us like Funeral Home, Connie’s
we were important people. Barbecue, Judge Frank
They were professional Quesada, Jean G. Sutton,
with each contact, helping Esq., Ms. Cynthia Zarling,
me to fill-out forms and Dr. Christine M. Jaggi,
paperwork.
Tobias Pardue, Esq., Rober
"Being retired and on a Blachard, Esq,, Conrad
fixed-income," said S.W., Fisher, Esq., and Christine
"I could have never bought Buckstein "Pancico, Esq.
him a computer, although The Urban Leauge is
he has asked and he likes to thankful for their continued
play
those
computer support in the Bay Area’s
games. Hopefully all of crime prevention efforts.

What’s Cookin’ at the Ronald
McDonald House?
The Ebony Scholars were busy in the kitchen!

Alphia Morin, St. Pete High

Antoine Seay, Lakewood High, and
Ramon Snow, St. Pete High

Bristie Stephens, Lakewood High

Antoine Seay

by Ramon Snow
Ebony Scholars Student
ST. PETERSBURG A Mexican fiesta, Ebony
Scholars style! The Ebony
Scholars Academic Club
decided to give'back to the
community by making din
ner for the Ronald McDon
ald Houses. The Ronald
McDonald House is a place
for families whose children
are being treated at All
Children’s Hospital. It’s a
home away from home for
those who do not want to
fend too far from their
child or children while they
are being treated for mild
or chronic illnesses.
We decided to give the
families a night to relax so
that they may regain their
strength and have a little
fun. A small thing like
making dinner for them
selves tends to be a bother
when their minds are con
tinuously elsewhere.
First there was the mat
ter of what to make for
such a large number of
people. We had to think of
something everyone would
like that was quick and fun.
Now, what could be better
than tacos? You can make
them anyway you want. It’s
fast, and everyone loves
them.

Alphia Morin, a senior
at St. Petersburg High
School, who proposed and
coordinated the project, set
out the day of the dinner,
and with the help of her
father, Gerald Morin, she
bought all of the supplies
that were needed.
When arriving at Ron-'
aid McDonald House, the
atmosphere was friendly
and welcoming. The build
ing was, for the most part,
empty except for the work
ers and volunteers on duty.
As we hunted for pots,
pans and various utensils in
the kitchen, the occasion
parent would walk up and
thank us in advance for our
commitment. Once we had
what we needed, we
washed our hands, put on
our gloves and got to work.
It was now down to
final preparations. Since
there were two houses, we
split up the group, as well
as the food. Splitting the
food was slightly tricky the west house was so
much smaller than the east
house. We didn’t want to
leave either house with too
much or too little.
There was the matter
of the punch, beef, taco
shells and more. But our
calculations turned out to

taco night was that every
one could be creative with
their tacos. There was a
wide variety of enchiladas,
taco pizzas, soft shell tacos,
taco salads and many origi
nal creations including the
“taco of nachos.” Watching
the kids and their parents
enjoy all the food we made
allowed us to see that our
work was truly appreciat- ?
ed. One parent in particular
even went back for thirds.
As a final treat, alphia
Morin
baked
a
vanilla/chocolate
swirl
cake.
Volunteering at Ronald
McDonald House helped
us bond as a group, but
more
importantly, ,, it
showed us the importance
of volunteering and giving |
back to the community
that’s given so much to us.
It made us think how lucky
those of us with brothers
and sisters are to have
never had stayed at the
House.
As we departed and
said our goodbyes to the
staff, it was wonderful
knowing that the Ebony
Scholars helped make a
difference in these peoples’
lives, even if for a short
time.

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you.
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.
She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies of rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

be correct. Everything fell
into place. Every scholar
who showed up worked
hard, and the night was ex
tremely successful. Fami
lies enjoyed the food very
much. Both houses had a
blast! The west house even
had a competition about
whose beef tasted better.
Despite the one casualty of
a student accidentally cut
ting himself, the night was
flawless.
Cooking ground beef
and thawing chili doesn’t
sound like fun, but being
teenagers, alternative ways
of entertaining ourselves
soon arose - like trying to
guess the secret ingredients
in Mr. Morin’s special
punch. Before long, the ra
dio was playing, conversa
tions started and we got to
know each other better as
we chopped tomatoes and
made the final preparations
for taco night.
Families started com
ing just as we finished set
ting out the food. Coming
back to the house with a
nice meal already made
after spending all their free
time in the hospital saved
them a lot of time and
helped some parents relax
as much as possible.
The coolest thing about

the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of

■■cjmri itiai n™

all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to

CarlA's HAlR Affair
321-6802
TODAY'S HAlR

323-9445
Angela's HAIR Safari
323-4840
C & C HAIR DESIGN
447-3090

ZA-LAVAR's
TOTAL PERFECTION

321-5545
L'orkel's Hair Design
327-3354
Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

321-1930
Center Stage Un!sex SAlon
327-4074
A PREClous Touch
321- 8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
— Hillary Williams

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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RELATIONSHIPS
Water in the Well

The Love Doctor
Had the flu this week.
Had to work anyway.
(That's what happens when
you work for yourself.)
However, in between task,
I did my best to get in bed
and rest. Boo was wonder
ful. She made sure I ate,
had my fluids and then did
some of the work that I
usually do. Actually, I was
thanking God for Boo, a
few minutes ago, when her
kindness reminded me of a
friend's situation and how
he would be a great exam
ple for this week's Love
Doctor column.
I know, you single
guys think you have it
made and many of you are
avoiding family life like
the plague. At a wedding,
recently, the groom could
n't get any of the single
men to line up to catch the
garter (you know, like the
ladies catch the bouquet).
It was disgusting. It seems
that many of you are
unaware of the fact that
you are in the cycle of life
and one day your situation
will change. You have go
rom "needing and taking"
as a child to what should
>e "providing for needs" in
rime of your adulthood to
needing" again, eventual
ly, in old age.
(Ever wonder why you
see more old men sleeping
on the street than old
women. (Hmmm...) I
always wonder how many
lave no children, or chil
dren for whom they've
done little.)
There's an old song
that goes, "You don't miss
your water, 'till the well
runs dry.", but I have a
dear friend whose situation
las made me turn those
words around to reflect a
jositive rather than nega
tive situation. One day
someone should write a
lappy song that goes,
When your mouth is dry
and you need a sip, if you
milt a well all you do is
dip." Such was the case for
my friend.
This week's column is
intended to congratulate
those men readers who
lave managed to keep
things together in their
'amilies, and to warn those
who, so far, have found
themselves unable to sub

merge themselves in the
responsibilities of family
life. Come on, don't stop
reading now! The column
may open your eyes to
benefits of the family
lifestyle of which you were
unaware.
Unfortunately, in our
society, the value of the
family lifestyle seems to
have been thrown out in
the sixties with the
Vietnam war. We've gotten
into this "do your own
thing" attitude, in which
some folks actually believe
that they can face the
world alone. Its easy to
understand since television
and movies have portrayed
the family as a stone
around one's neck. After
all, people without fami
lies don't have to buy food
and clothes for kids or pro
vide housing, medical care
and education. No one
spills ice cream on the seat
of their BMWs (or
Hundais) and they never
have to go to a parent
teacher meeting.
The problem is aggra
vated by the fact that peo
ple in the family forming
years of their lives often
have a mistaken sense of
invulnerability, a feeling
that they will always be
able to do everything that
they do now. That's under
standable for they have no
personal evidence to the
contrary... everything still
works. During this period
of our lives we have very
few needs that we cannot
fulfil ourselves (or with
another consenting adult).
Let’s get back to my
friend. Here he is... mid
forties, well educated, in
great physical condition,
good job, and reasonably
good looking (OK, what
do you want me to say, the
dude is my friend.) What
makes his story relevant is
the fact that he was a "well
builder,” one who accepted
the responsibilities of a
family. He wasn't one of
those "lone rangers,” men
unattached or only loosely
attached to a family. Friend
is a Family Man (note the
capital letters).
Friend had no way of
knowing that in the peak of
his years he was about to
find himself vulnerable

and in a position of tempo
rary "Need" long before
the anticipated arrival of
old age.
After a nearly fatal
auto accident on the night
he and his wife celebrated
their anniversary, Friend
found himself temporarily
disabled. Unable to do
almost anything for him
self, he needed help to do
everything. If ever a man
found himself suddenly
thirsting for human kind
ness and support, Friend
was that man. Fate had
thrown him a curve which
had turned his life upside
down. He would have to
go to his well, his family,
and depend on what ever
he found there. What he
found was a well over
flowing with the quench
ing coolness that springs
from the Oasis of a family
that loved and inspected its
husband and father. (Boy
isn't that poetic)
As we acknowledge
the goodness of Friend's
support team (which
includes his mother in law
despite the television
stereotypes), let's consider
how different things might
have been if Friend had not
been a solid Family Man.
What if Friend had chosen
not to have a family at all?
What if he had deserted the
wife and kids to enjoy the
pleasures of the "free life?”
Somehow, under different
circumstances, I don't real
ly believe that I would be
able to have pleasant visits
with a guy gaining weight
from the home cooking
prepared by his mother in
law, joking his way past
the pains caused by the
pins in his leg, feeling
warm and secure in the
knowledge that whenever
he is thirsty he can get a
drink. It's nice to have a
full well.
Other things come
from that well, the pride in
children who seek to live
up to your expectations,
the warmth of father's day
breakfast in bed, the get
ting older and having
someone who doesn't see
your age. A good well fills
up with memories of wide
eyes seeing things never
seen before on the vaca
tions made possible only
by well builders. It's pleas
ant work building a good
solid and deep weU and
you'll never know when
you might need a drink.
If you like the column,
His Way Works, is a collec
tion in indexed book form
and is available online at
www’. lovedirections. com
or at manyfine bookstores.
Lloyd Dennis is available
as a speaker; email him at
Id @ lovedirections. com

News Deadline Is 4 P.M. Monday

When There Are No More Cheeks To Turn
How many times have
you endured the role of
counselor to those that had
all the evidence in the
world supporting them
NOT being with their
mate? How many times
have you seen people for
given only to find more
elaborate means of con
cealment?
Infidelity exasperates
printed emotions, emotions
that wrench and wrought
with turmoil, sometimes to
the point of illness.
Although many will dis
agree, when it comes to
incarnations of love we
cannot determine our fates
but we can determine our
mates. However, all the
mates we choose are not
our determinations.
Since man began scrib
ing words, has the fellow
ship of infidelity been
gorged with boundless sub
scribers, each one a differ
ent character, and yet each
the exact in results, insecu
rity, self-doubt, paranoia,
personal violation and limited self-esteem.
Our only relief is in the
knowing that not all
breakups are so diabolical
in nature. Some are merely
a matter of preference or
tolerance. And yet the end
question is still the same.
Now that the relationship
has ran its course, what
now? Do we take a break
from the process to
process? Is time really
needed to observe what
went wrong when we were
there? Do we really need to
ask where corrections are
needed or do we simply
dust off and move on? And
lastly, do we attempt to be
civil and make amends?
Politically correct couples
will always seek to main
tain a working friendship
encompassing phone calls,
brunch and the occasional
dinner, each side maintain
ing the appearance and
composure of utter nobility
and civility. But what ever
happened to feelings,
expressionism and senti
ments? To maintain a con
tinuous friendship with an
ex goes against the grain,
because no matter how
mature civil or understand
ing either side is, one side
has more love and the other
side more resentment than
the other. Therefore, one
must be left to tuck away
their emotions for the sake
of social graces, while the
other maintains solely for
the sake of civility. To me
there are a number of
things that are wrong here.
The first flaw was already
mentioned, but it goes far
beyond the surface value. If
you were a responsible,
reasonable, mature, fair
minded individual, then
you would never break up
for a mediocre reason. The
break up would be, of

course, something repre
hensible to the point that
intuition offered no resolu
tion or foundation. Now
keeping this in mind, if this
were the situation, then I
guess it would be safe to
say that, what ever the rea
son for the breakup would
of course be the very rea
son why I would not want
them as a friend.
Personally whatever
the reason for our separa
tion, it would be a reason
with enough gravity, that
rekindling is not an option.
I think the saying goes
"Once bitten twice shy".
We continuously scold life
for dealing such miserable
hands and yet sit at the card
table with known card
sharks. Why would you
want to be with someone
that could not even amount
to the attributes of a friend
let alone a mate? And to
rekindle something that
perched you to observe its
futility, only adds to more
conflict down the road.
People don't change; they
only wear a different make
up. They tolerate with
drawing from things that
they want to do for the sake
of consequence.
We are taught early on"
to forgive, but never for
get,” however isn't this a
contradiction? Is it not true
that when you choose to
forget we ponder what it is
we must first forget? And
when we remember a
wrong are we really forgiv
ing? Our main problem is

not in our forgiving, but in
our lack in holding people
accountable for
their
actions. Reactions are
based on the degree of con
sequences. If the conse
quences are bearable and
tolerable in weight, then
the person acts upon it. If
not and the consequences
are too high, then that per
son will either decide on
not doing it, or they will
seek a way to do it with less
damage. I say this to
reflect that when a person
forgives, certain high level
priorities in a relationship
(trust, loyalty, respect,
fidelity etc.) are no longer
considered as untouchable,
they become compromised.
You make the conse
quences for infidelity bear
able. If your mate cheated
on you and you forgive
them, then the conse
quences is not separation
then you make what should
be a felony, a misde
meanor. And this makes the
consequences worthy of
the risk. However, when
the consequences are
instant separation (getting
kicked out the hell out)
without the temptations of
compromise, they become
defined and absolute. The
risk factor becomes higher,
tragic and above all, more
concrete.
Each person has their
own level of risk they are
willing to assume, however
if we are to understand how
to employ our personal tol
erances then both parties

are held accountable and
with any deviation does it
warrant it own separate
package. If you tell you
mate what you can tolerate
and what you cannot, and
that mate commits an intol
erable, your subscription
should be your prescrip
tion. We should always live
up to your standards. Just
the same way that the mate
should be held accountable
for his actions are you
accountable for your reac
tions. Threatening to leave
does no good if the matter
was already discussed. It
only weakens your posi
tion, and if that person had
your best interest in mind,
they would never place you
in a position where you had
to make a decision of that
scale. Compromise should
not be clamored like a
sword. When we compro
mise we should always
have the limit of never inte
grating that compromise
into our preferences. There
should always be things
that are harder to compro
mise, and I say harder
instead of never, because
never is a word based on a

contradicting probability.
We cannot predict we can
only submit.
As a member of the
Black community it is real
ized that at every turn we
boast strength, however do
we use courage? Do we
submit to the courage to act
upon our feelings and not
our conditionings? We are
conditioned to stay with
someone even if there is no
trust, commitment or love.
We use excuses like chil
dren, investment of time,
property and endless oth
ers. But still they are
excuses because we lack
the courage to realize who
we are and what we want.
We use terms like invest
ments but when investing
in stock, isn’t it wise to get
out and take a lost rather
than lose it all? All as in
waking up one morning
and finally realize all the
time wasted. What do you
do when there are no more
cheeks to turn?
-Luvshades.com

16 HOUR HAIR
BRAIDING COURSE
Certified By The State of FIorida

We Have The

Best Price in the
State Of Florida

VH

MH ■ MJ

Flexible Hours Available • 6 Days A Week

Bradenton Classes • April 5th & 6th
Call to register by April 2nd

God's Anoirired
Isaiah 61:1

P HCC

11612 N Nebraska Ave. Tampa, FL
Toll Free

1-877-632-1957

CROWN SUZUKI’S

SIGN and DRIVE DAYS
No Cash Needed • Not * lease!
72 Month Nnmner To Bnmner warranty lnelnded

2004 Xl-7
stock/38075

V-6, automatic, power windows,
locks, mirrors, and much more!

2004 Grand
Vltara
stock/38098

V-6, automatic, automatic climate control,
AM/FM/CD w/subwoofer, power windows,
locks, and mirrors^ .

2004 Vltara
stock/38044

SCOTTIE
Bail Bonds
2523 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl. 33711

(787) 383-1110
Fax (787) 387-B93B

V-6, automatic, power windows,
locks, and mirrors, AM/FM/CD.

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hikes
Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

.

St. Petersburg Classes • Tues. - Sait,'

MAKE
IH!
SMART
as MOV!

I

171 IlfN
U.S. 19 & 54th Ave. N. • St. Petersburg

727-527-7151

si?ndays

‘All rebates to dealer. Tax, tag & title not Included. 72 mos. @ 6.9% A.P.R., requires 740+ credit beacon.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 13- 19, 2004

STATE NEWS
In Reversal, Most New Death Penalty Bethune-Cookman College Graduates
Cases in Florida Upheld--------------------- 238 at Spring Commencement
by Jackie Hallifax

fense lawyers and judges

Judge O.H. Eaton, who

Florida's death row in 30

DAYTONA BEACH,

Associated Press Writer

that create avenues for sen

teaches

other

years and rite third high-

Fla. - Describing Bethune-

tences or convictions in

around

Florida

profile reversal in three

Cookman College’s 2004

a

death penalty cases to be

country how to handle the

years

graduates

death row inmate notorious

reversed by the high court.

sentencing in capital cases.

as the "Tamiami Strangler"

Some legal experts say,

Eaton said what's happen

trend in Florida high court

for

of six

too, that the Florida court

ing in Florida belies the

rulings indicates judges are

Miami prostitutes whose

may have become more

trend nationwide. About

doing a better job at fol

bodies were dumped along

conservative in its drink

half the cases are getting

lowing the rules that dictate

the road, couldn't persuade

ing.

reversed, he said.

how capital trials are to be

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - Rory Conde,

the

murders

Chief

Florida's high court justices

Justice

Anstead

Harry

said

judges
and

the

Daniels said the recent

Richard Dieter, execu

conducted. Neal Dupree,

last year to overturn his

Lee

it's

tive director of the Death

who runs one of the two

conviction or his sentence.

impossible to measure all

Penalty Infoimation Center

state offices of death row

Neither could Adam

the factors that may be at

in Washington,

said the

Davis, who killed choked,

play in the change but

poisoned and stabbed his

a

to principal of two area
high schools to the role of
area superintendent. Hin

son was killed last August

"righteous

in an automobile accident.

class," Dr. Johnnetta B.

His widow, Gelestine D.

Cole drew on her experi
ences with College founder

Hinson, a 1965 alumna,

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune

accepted the degree on his

in

behalf.

her

commencement

In other presentations,

address Monday, May 3 in

Juliann McIntosh Black

the Ocean Center.
"I continue to draw

mon, a 1971 alumna, re

lawyers, agrees that trials

inspiration from a most

ceived the College’s Dis

changing trend in Florida

are "exponentially better"

admirable

the

tinguished Service Plaque

added that the training cer

high court decisions could

than they used to be.

President of Bennett Col

in recognition of her contri

girlfriend's mother in her

tainly "contributed in some

reflect a change in the

lege in Greensboro, N.C.,

butions for being named

Tampa kitchen; nor could

significant way."

Charles

Anderson,

The trend in Florida

who

More death sentences

court's thinking on death

are

told die graduating class of

2003-04 Outstanding Fac

penalty issues. Larry Spal

appeals courts have settled

238 plus an arena filled

ulty

with family, friends and

Florida Community Col

supporters.

lege in Jacksonville, Fla.

surviving

because

drove over his stepdaughter

comes even as death penal

ding, a Tallahassee attorney

many key legal doctrines

in

or

ty opponents across the

for

Civil

and established rules about

James Belcher, who raped,

country claim some victo

Liberties Union who ran

strangled and drowned a

ries the highly charged
national debate. They say
fewer death sentences are
being imposed, fewer exe
cutions are being carried
out and public support for
capital punishment has
dropped across the country.
In recent years, the U.S.
Supreme court also has put
restrictions on capital pun
ishment. And Illinois and
Maryland imposed state
wide moratoriums, but
Maryland's was rescinded
shortly after Republican
Gov. Robert Ehrlich took
office in November. Other
states have considered such
a move or other reforms.
In Florida, all three
branches of government
have tried to revamp the
system to reduce the time
convicts spend on death
row and to insure that no
one is unfairly or unjustly
condemned. The state has
365 people on death row several for decades - and
has executed 58 con
demned killers in the last
25 years.
Some of the changes in
Florida include training for
judges and lawyers. Better
trained judges and lawyers
mean fewer mistakes are
made at the very beginning
- the trial, said Circuit

Florida's

courtroom procedures that
give trial judges clear guid
ance, said assistant deputy
attorney general, Carolyn
Snurkowski, who oversees
Florida's defense of capital
sentences.
The Supreme Court
adopted a rule a few years
ago requiring all judges to
take a three-day course
before handling a capital
case. During the training,
which includes discussing
hypothetical cases, judges
are always reminded that
the death penalty is sup
posed to be reserved for the
worst murders, Eaton said.
“The worst reason to
impose a death penalty is
because you can," he said,
adding that judges are told
over and over they've got to
be able to justify their deci
sions.
State Sen. Victor Crist,
a lead lawmaker in the
Legislature on capital pun
ishment for several years,
also thinks the system is
working better.
“There are fewer cases
getting the death penalty
and when they do get the
death penalty they have
been reviewed and litigated
thoroughly," the Tampa
Republican said.

Broward

County;

Jacksonville woman.

In an almost complete
reversal from just a few
years ago, most of the new
death sentences coming to
the Florida Supreme Court
for initial review are being
upheld. The state's high
court affirmed 20 death
sentences on initial review
last year and ordered resen
tencings or new trials in
just five cases.
In 1998, only six death
sentences were affirmed
after initial review. In the
26 rulings of such cases
that year, 10 cases were
sent back to the trial court
for either a new trial or a
new sentencing hearing
and 10 death sentences
were reduced to life by the
Supreme Court.
The statistics cover
only the first automatic
review of new death sen
tences and not the out
comes of subsequent ap
peals.
It's unclear what's driv
ing the turnaround. One
theory is specialized train
ing for lawyers and judges
who handle death penalty
cases in Florida.
The trailing, some say,
has led to fewer mistakes in
trials by prosecutors, de-

woman,”

the American

first

office

of

death row lawyers from

1985 through 1993, said
the court's rulings are more
conservative. But Spalding
added that he thinks the
justices still carefully
review cases to apply the
law properly.
Spalding and others
also said the high court's
rulings may be a result of
prosecutors, defense attor
ney and trial judges doing a
better job of avoiding mis
takes.
“I think overall there's
a lot more caution about
the death penalty now with
so many instances of
wrongful convictions," said
Nancy Daniels, a public
defender in Tallahassee
whose office handles ap
peals for death row inmates
in 32 northern Florida
counties.
Florida has had its
share of death row inmates
being freed because of trial
problems or wrongful con
victions. The most recent
was Rudolph Holton in
January 2003. His death
sentence for the 1986 mur
der of a Tampa teen was
overturned by a judge who
cited problems with the
trial. He was the 24th
inmate to walk away from
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Spelman College Honors
FSU’s Earle Lee for Work with
Boys’ Choir--------- —---------- ------TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
- The Spelman College
Board of Trustees has
selected Boys’ Choir of
Tallahassee Director Earle
Lee to receive its 2004
National Community Ser

director of the Boys’ Choir
of Tallahassee since it was
created by the School of
Social Work in 1995 for
boys with limited social
and economic opportuni
ties. His work with the
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NATIONAL NEWS
James Byrd, Jr.’s Mother Says Grave
Desecrater Lacks Conscience
by Pam Easton
to everyone we can get in

Associated Press Writer

Byrd Jr., the black man
who was dragged to death

said last Friday that whoev
her

tinction of being the only
school district in the United

neighborhood to see if they

Julian Bond invoked the

States

have seen anything."

battle against segregation

schools for such a long

Saturday

time to avoid desegrega

son's

grave lacks a conscience.

resulted in a partial print,

lives to die fight for social

graduates

but it isn't enough to run

justice.

"the tragedy and triumph

after authorities discovered

etched into a steel plate
covering a portion of the

Byrd's sister Stella Brumley recalls it being too
difficult for the family to attend the trial and hear
details of the crime
photo courtesy of CNN

vault of her son's grave.

James Byrd, Jr. was 49
years old when three white
men chained him by his
ankles and dragged him
“Whoever did it, they nearly three miles behind a
must not have any con pickup truck in the early
science," Stella Byrd said.
morning hours of June 7,
Byrd said she and her hus 1998. The horrific crime
band, both in their late 70s, resulted in two death penal
were dealing with the news ties and one life sentence
as best they could. She said for the convicted killers
she hadn't been able to go and thrust Byrd's close-knit
to the city cemetery where family into the world spot
her son is buried, but other light.
relatives had gone to view
“These people have
the damage.
had five years to try and
Police patrols have heal over this. And then
since
been
increased some jerk comes up and
around the cemetery, locat does this and it just opens
ed on Main Street about six the wounds all over again,"
blocks north of downtown. Christopher said. “The
About 8,000 people live in Byrds are good people.
Jasper, about 135 miles They are visibly upset and
northeast of Houston.
shaken over this. They will

deal with it just like they
had to deal with something
a lot worse.
“It is just a shame that
someone would do this and
not let them have final clo
sure."
The Police Department
learned of the desecration
last Thursday afternoon
from a group of people
cleaning up their family's
plot at the cemetery. They
noticed Byrd's tombstone
had been knocked down
and the steel cover on the
vault lid had racial profani
ties scratched into it with a
pocket knife, Christopher
said.
“We know it was van
dalized, but we don't know
by who yet," the police
chief said. “We have talked

After two years of pro
posals and interviews,
Hampton University beat
out more thah 40 schools,
including Stanford Univer
sity to lead the project. It is
the first time a historically
black college (HBCU) will
manage a NASA mission.
“This is the largest deal
for us ever," Hampton
University Professor James

ties.

and Space Administration
will give Hampton Uni
versity $101 million to
build a satellite to study
how clouds form at the
edge of space.

M. Russell III told the

The

Edward County and the

Barber said the desecradon

county that played a key

struggle to come to grips

was a "horrendous act."

role in Brown v. Board of

with the unresolved prob

Many in the communi

Education, the landmark

lem of race."

ty were saddened by the

Supreme Court ruling out

news, he said. A number of

lawing school segregation.

sor at the University of

city workers have contact

A two-week student walk

Virginia, traced the rise of

ed Byrd's family to see if

out

there's anything they can

satellite weighs about 430

He worked at NASA for 30

pounds and has a 6-foot

“I hate that they have
to go through this again,"
the mayor said.
Since Byrd's death, the
James Byrd, Jr. Hate
Crimes Act has been
passed into law in Texas.
Christopher said the
case is being investigated
as criminal mischief, which
would be considered a state
jail felony because a hu
man burial plot was dam
aged.
However, if the amount
of damage to Byrd's grave
exceeds $20,000, it could
become a felony, which can
be enhanced to a hate crime
at trial if it is proven the
crime occurred as the result
of “bias or prejudice," the
police chief said.

years before moving to

solar-panel wing span. It

Hampton

will be shipped to Van

University' in

1996 and will be the pro

denberg Air Force Base in

ject's principal investigator.

California

The Aeronomy of Ice in the

aboard a Pegasus XL rock

for

launch

Mesosphere, or AIM, ex

et. The launch is scheduled

periment will

for Sept. 29, 2006.

determine

whether clouds forming in

“We're working very

the uppermost atmosphere

hard to hold to that date,"

are a sign the global cli

Russell

mate is changing. They are

means money."

becoming

brighter

and

One

said.

“A

delay

of NASA's re

more numerous and are

quirements is that Hampton

coming closer to Earth,

keep the project within

Russell said, which sug

budget. Hampton Univer

carbon dioxide is

sity students will work on

building up and cooling the

tide project, making it a

atmosphere.

good recruiting tool for at

gests

SAGE HI, a satellite instru
ment that studies the chem
ical changes in the atmos
phere that deplete the
ozone layer. Next year, the
school and its partners,
including the French space
agency, will launch CALIPSO or Cloud Aerosol
Lidar and Infrared Path
finder Satellite. It will pho
tograph Earth's atmos
phere.
AIM's next milestone
will be in October, when
Russell's team meets with
NASA for a design review.

Carbon dioxide is con

least tiie next four years,

sidered a key ingredient in

Russell said. Two graduate

RESEARCH

Clinical

at

Prince

the civil rights movement

County's all-black public

and the emergence of anti

schools

war

50

years

ago

suits leading to the Brown
ruling. Virginia's "massive
resistance" to desegrega

tion was central to Bond's
remarks.
“Rather than abide by
the Brown decision and
integrate its schools, in
1959 Prince Edward Coun-

“All
progress
is precar
ious, and
the solu
tion of
one prob
lem
brings us
face to
face With
another
prob
lem.”
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“As we honor you
graduates today for what
you have achieved, so
ought you honor them for
Civil rights activist Julian Bond
what they achieved for
ty shut them down, choos graduates.
. you," Bond said.
ing ignorance over educa
“They remained closed
“They helped you leam
tion," Bond said in remarks for five years - giving this how to be free."
prepared for his address to county the dastardly dis

Symptoms include:

6010 Per* BouHvato. PlnMu Parti, FL

activists

struggle.
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727.343.4708

national

Edward

Research Opportunities

Research Study for

of our

Bond, a history profes

prompted one of five law

Barber said.

3-foot-by-3-foot

of Norfolk.

Virginian-Pilot

students and six undergrad
uates will be analyzing the
data and contributing to
scientific papers. The satel
lite will orbit for at least
two years.
“We think we've set a
good platform for the
future," Bill Thomas, the
university's director of gov
ernmental relations, told
the Daily Press of Newport
News.
Two years ago, the
school's Center for Atmos
pheric Sciences won a $97
million contract to launch

that is the history of Prince

history

Effort marks significant milestone for HBCUs
theories of global warming.
But if the clouds grow large
enough, they could help
slow global warming by
reducing the amount of sun
reaching the Earth's sur
face.
“It was a shock to see
them, and it points to the
fact that we need to find
out more about them,"
Russell said.
' Hampton University
will act as the prime con
tractor, managing the
development of the satellite
and its instruments. It will
subcontract work to com
panies and othef universi

remember

wood's 867 graduates in a

Hampton University to Lead $101
Million NASA Project
HAMPTON, Va. (AP)
- The National Aeronautics

Bond, chairman of the

to

Jasper Mayor David

do to help restore the grave,

Byrd's headstone was
toppled over, Jasper Police
Chief Stanley Christopher
said.

Bond encouraged the

NAACP, addressed Long

Stella Byrd said from her
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Bond Urges Graduates to Remember
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Elevated

triglyceride levels,

along with

high

blood

pressure,

obesity, high blood sugar, and low HDL cholesterol levels are all
symptoms of Metabolic Syndrome.

People with Metabolic Syndrome

are at an increased risk Cor Heart Disease. Radiant Research St.
Petersburg is conducting a clinical research study of an investigational
medication that may help reduce the risk and /or slow the progression
of heart disease. You may qualify for this study if you are between the
ages of 21 and 79 years of age. Qualified participants will receive all
study-related exams and investigational medication at no cost
including a free screening for high blood pressure. They may also be
compensated for their time and travel.
CaII Mon-Fri tor more Intormatlon

727.343.4706
6010 Park Boutovartl, Pinellas Park, FL
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INTERNATIONAL
Libyan Protesters Burn American Flag
to Denounce U.S. Criticism Of AIDS
Trial------ -----------------------------------------------BENGHAZI,
Libya
(AP) - Nearly 1,000 Lib
yans marched and burned
an American flag Sunday
to protest U.S. criticism of
death sentences for five
Bulgarian nurses and a
Palestinian doctor accused
of infecting hundreds of
Libyan children with the
AIDS virus.
Many of the protesters
in the eastern city of
Benghazi, where the trial
took place, are related to
the infected children. Some
carried HTV-posiL.e chil
dren on their shoulders and

shouted support for the
court's decision.
“Where are human
rights in Iraq?" asked one
banner.
“If an Arab or a Mus
lim did this, they would
call us terrorists," Fatma alObeidi, mother of an
infected child, told The
Associated Press. “But
when a European or an
American does this, they
question the impartiality of
our judiciary."
Western governments
and human rights groups
have denounced last Thurs-

day's verdicts and sen
tences, saying they were
based on false confessions
obtained through torture,
designed to draw attention
away from unsanitary prac
tices at Libyan hospitals.
They demanded freedom
for the sentenced foreign
ers.
Initially, Libya claimed
the infections were part of
a conspiracy by the CIA
and Israeli intelligence, but
it later backed away from
those allegations.
Prosecutors accused
the Bulgarians of intention-

ally infecting more than
400 children with HIVcontaminated blood as part
of an experiment to find a
cure for AIDS. Twentythree of the infected chil
dren have reportedly died.
Under Libyan law,
death sentences generate an
automatic appeal, and
European leaders have sug
gested they were exerting
pressure on the government
of Moammar Gadhafi to
reverse the verdicts.

Aristide Requests Refuge in SOuth Africa
bv Elliott Sylvester
Associated Press Writer
CAPE TOWN, South
Africa (AP) - Ousted
Haitian President JeanBertrand Aristide has offi
cially asked South Africa
for asylum until his person
al situation “normalizes,"
the
Foreign
Affairs
Ministry said recently.
The ministry said in a
statement that the request
was made through the
Caribbean Economic Com
munity (CARICOM) and
Mozambique
President
Joaquin Chissano, who is
the chairman of the African
union.

Foreign Affairs Minis
ter Nkosazana Dlamini Zu
ma, said in a statement, that
she will take the request to
the newly appointed Cabi
net, which will conduct its
first meeting later this
week.
The South African
government has always
maintained that its ap
proach to the Haitian ques
tion will be guided by the
views and attitude of
CARICOM and the African
Union, she said in the state
ment.
The opposition Demo
cratic Alliance party called
the request “inappropriate."

“No other 'visitor' to
South Africa would receive
such 'personal' attention.
Aristide's dilemma is not
simply 'personal.' It is first
and foremost a political
matter," party spokesman
Douglas Gibson said.
The request is the first
official indication that
Aristide intends to come to
South Africa and follows
months of speculation as to
where he will seek refuge.
Aristide was ousted
from power on Feb 29 after
a three-week armed revolt
in the island nation.
He and his wife, Mil
dred, arrived in Jamaica on

March 15 after a brief stay
in the Central African Re
public, where he accused
the United States of for
cibly removing him from
office.
U.S. officials deny the
charge.
Jamaica's decision to
host Aristide angered the
United States and Haiti's
U.S.-back interim govern
ment, which said his return
to the region could destabi
lize Haiti, just 100 miles
(160 kilometers) east of
Jamaica.

Mandela Lashes Out at Britain and
United States Over Iraq-------------by Elliott Sylvester
Associated Press Writer
CAPE TOWN, South
Africa (AP) - Former
President Nelson Mandela,
lashed out last Monday at
the United States and Britain
for the invasion of Iraq and
abuse of Iraqi prisoners.
“We watch as two of the
leading democracies, two
leading nations of the free
world, get involved in a war
that the United Nations did
not sanction," Mandela said
in a special session of
Parliament.
“We look on with horror
as reports surface of terrible
abuses against the dignity of
human beings held captive
by invading forces in their
own country," said Mandela.
The U.S. military next
week will begin the first in a
series of courts-martial that
could produce new revela
tions whether the mis
treatment of Iraqis was an
aberration or stemmed from
pressure from commanders.
Prime Minister Tony Blair of
Britain apologized Sunday
for any abuse of prisoners by
British troops, but insisted
the allegation, if true, ap
plied to a small number of
soldiers.
Mandela spoke to a joint
session of both houses of
Parliament in a special ses
sion to mark the 10th
anniversary of his inaugura
tion as the first black presi
dent of South Africa.

Nelson Mandela
Mandela, a frequent
critic of the war in Iraq, was
applauded by members of
Parliament as he repeated
his criticism of the United
States and Britain.
“We see how the power
ful countries - all of them
democracies - manipulate
multilateral bodies to the
great disadvantage and suf
fering of the poorer develop
ing nations," said Mandela.
“There is enough reason for
cynicism and despair."
Mandela, who became
president after the first all
race elections in 1994 that
marked the end of apartheid,
has remained in the spotlight
despite retiring from politics
in 1999 after one term.
However,
Monday's
speech could be Mandela's
last address to Parliament.
Mandela, who turns 86 on
July 18, looked frail and

there has been speculation
that his health is deteriorat
ing under a demanding
schedule.
Mandela has difficulty
walking without a cane or
support. On occasion has
repeated anecdotes during
speeches. During his speech,
he referred to himself as “a
retired old pensioner," and
“this old man."
Mandela, in his address,
recalled the hope and confi
dence he felt at the time of
the elections in 1999.
“The national climate
was one of magnanimity and
a great generosity of spirit.
As a people we were enor
mously proud of what we
had achieved, negotiating
among ourselves a peaceful
resolution to what was one
of the most intractable situa
tions of conflict in the
world," he said.
But he said there was still a
long way to go entering the
second decade of democracy
as poverty, unemployment,
preventable disease threaten
the democratic commitment
of a better life for all.
“Nothing impairs the
dignity of a person so much
as not being able to find
work... HIV/AIDS continues
to threaten our future in a
particularly
frightening
manner," Mandela said.
AIDS and child abuse
are two of the causes
Mandela and his foundation
have been vocal about. He

has also thrown his weight
behind the country's 2010
World Cup Soccer bid and
continues to travel ex
tensively despite his age.
“He is coping as well as
any 86-year-old can be
expected to cope with such a
hectic schedule," said Jakes
Gerwel, a friend and head of
the
Nelson
Mandela
Foundation. “But we would
like to see him slow down
and spend more time with
those close to him," he told
The Associated Press.
In 1964 Mandela was
sentenced to life in prison
for sabotage against the
apartheid state. He emerged
27 years later in February
1990 when then President
F.W. de Klerk ordered his
release signaling the begin
ning of a new era in the
country's history.
“Today is the day of
Mandela ... who towered
like a giant in this transfor
mation," said de Klerk, who
shared the Nobel peace prize
with Mandela for bringing a
mostly peaceful end to
apartheid.
‘ Leaving the assembly
Mandela
clutched
De
Klerk's arm for support as a
packed gallery sang an old
liberation song: “Show us
the way to freedom in this
land of Africa Nelson
Mandela."

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES
AKINS,
WILMER,
JR., 56, died April 22,
2004. Survivors include his
wife, Karen Moody Akins,
St. Petersburg; one stepson,
Gregory Green, Jr., St.
Petersburg; one stepdaugh
ter, Tamika Green, St.
Petersburg; three brothers,
James Akins, England, and
Anthony and Charles
Akins, Quincy, Fla.; four
sisters, Martha Akins
Koonce, Midway, Fla.,
geraldine Dixon, Quincy,
Fla.,
Redell
akins,
Tallahassee, Fla., and
Retha Harper, Washington,
D.C.; his father, Wilmer
Akins, Sr., Quincy, Fla.;
five grandchildren; and
several nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

»oth of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
^orraine (George) McRae,
4d., and Charles Edward
lussell, St. Petersburg; 13
Teat grandchildren; three
Teat great grandchildren;
ind
several
nieces,
tephews, cousins, other
elatives and friends. Smith
’uneral
Home,
St.
’etersburg.

HARRIS, CHARLYE
L., 55, died April 29,2004.
Survivors include one
daughter, Tia Walker, St.
Petersburg; one son, Carlos
Walker, St. Petersburg; one
grandson, Carlos Walker,
Jr.; two brothers, Charles
Harris, St. Petersburg, and
Willie
Lee
Johnson
(deceased); four nieces,
Charre Harris, Neoka
Harris, Maria Johnson and
Tomeka Johnson, all of St.

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
GRANGER, VICTO
RIA, 81, died April 29,
2004. Survivors include
one son, John (Queen)
Flowers, St. Petersburg;
five grandchildren, Yvette
Brown, Jamaica, N.Y.,
Virginia (Aubrey) Sergeon,
Patricia (Foster Brown,

Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

11801 - U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4555

Petersburg; four nephews,
Charles Harris, Jr., Patrick
Johnson, Craig (Cynthia)
Kpjmspm. Sr., and Vince
Johnson,
all
of St.
Petersburg; and several
aunts, uncles, great nieces,
great nephews, cousins,
other relatives and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

HOPKINS, DEBRA,
45, died May 9, 2004.
Survivors include her
mother, Helen Hopklins,
Crystal River; one sister,
Jacqueline
Hopkins,
Crystal River; three broth
ers,
Nelson
(erma)
Hopkins, Tampa, Theodore

(angela) Hopkins, Crystal
River, and Elester Hopkins,
Crystal River; one aunt,
Eva Mae Smith, Crystal
River; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
Serenity Funeral Home &
Cremation
Services,
Crystal River, Fla.

KIRBY, CARLEAN,
88, died Thursday, May 6,
2004. Survivors include
one son, Charles F.
(Beatrice) Kirby, Brooklyn,
N.Y.; a devoted nephew
and caregiver, Alfonso
Council, Crystal River; two
other nephews, Samuel
Davis, Homosassa, and
Marvin Kirby, Orlando;

one
niece,
Pamela
(Leonard) Smith, Crystal
River. Serenity Funeral
Home
&
Cremation
Services, Crystal River,
Fla.

Petersburg; and seven
grandchildren.
Serenity
Memorial Funeral Home &
Cremation Services, Cry
stal River, Fla.

“Yhc Lord is great apd is
to be highly praised; His
greatpess is beyopd
up der s tap dip g. ”
Psalips 145:3

OUTLAW,
LILLIE
BROOKS,
39,
died
Tuesday, May 4, 2004.
Survivors include her
father, Raymond Brooks,
Crystal River, Fla.; four
daughters, Latasha, Teanna, Danielle and Latoya, all
of St. Petersburg; two
brothers, Raymond, Jr., and
Frank Williams, Jr., both of
St. Petersburg; her grand-'
mother, Mary Brooks,
Crystal River, Fla.; one sis
ter, Tina Smith, St.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

STEWART, EARNESTINE,
died
recently.
Serenity Funeral Home &
Cremation Services, Cry
stal River, Fla.

Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart
and lean net unto
thine own under
standing.

"It's all taken care of'
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
‘expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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LEGAL ISSUES
Community Forum for McCullough
bv Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Outraged by the shooting
of a 17-year-old black
youth by Pinellas County
deputies, a local civil rights
group is hosting a commu
nity forum featuring the
region’s top ranked law
enforcement personnel.
"We feel the pain and
frustration of the entire
black community when it
comes .to the killing of
black motorist at the hands
of police officers," said
Darryl Rouson, the presi
dent of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the National As

sociation for the Advance
ment of Colored People
(NAACP).
Marquell McCullough
was killed last week during
a high speed chase in
which deputies open fired
on his vehicle. The car was
struck 14 times.
Deputies - who suspect
ed the unarmed teen of
drug dealing - later report
ed the cameras in their
cruisers were broken or
malfunctioned during the
shooting.
The incident has since
incensed many in the black
community, which is why
the NAACP is putting the

issue on the top of their
agenda during a political
luncheon on May 21st.
It starts at noon and will
be held at Mt. Zion Pro
gressive Baptist Church,
945 - 20th St. S.
The department’s top
brass - Jim Coates, the suc
cessor to Sheriff Everett
Rice, Major Sam Lynn and
Capt. Cal Dennie, the high
est ranking black officer in
the county - have been
invited to the forum.
Church
members,
NAACP officials and resi
dents will have a chance to
express their feelings about
the McCullough shooting

with the law enforcement
personnel.
In the meantime, Rou
son is demanding an inves
tigation into whether the
excessive force used by the
deputies was justified, as
well as whether the officer
involved in the fatal shoot
ing has a credible back
ground.
"If after doing such a
thorough and complete
investigation (the sheriff’s
department) determines
there was inappropriate and
improper behavior, then we
will demand serious and
effective retribution,” Rou
son concluded.

Justice Dept. Reopening Investigation
of 1955 Killing of Black Youth in
Mississippi —-------------- ------------ -----------by Curt Anderson
WASHINGTON (AP)
- The Justice Department
said it is reopening the
investigation into the 1955
murder of Emmett Till, a
black teenager whose death
while visiting Mississippi
was an early catalyst for
the civil rights movement.
Till was abducted from
his uncle's hoine in Money,
Miss., on Aug. 28, 1955.
The mutilated body of the
14-year-old from Chicago
was found by fishermen
three days later in the
Tallahatchie River.
Pictures of the slaying
shocked the world. Two
white men charged with
murder - Roy Bryant and
his half brother, J.W.
Milam - were acquitted by
an all-white jury. Both men
have since died.
R. Alexander Acosta,
assistant attorney general
for civil rights, said a re
cent public television docu
mentary about the killing
and other new information
brought to the Justice
Department's attention sug
gests that additional people
still alive were involved in
the killing.
“This brutal murder
and grotesque miscarriage
of justice outraged a nation
and helped galvanize sup
port for the modem Amer
ican civil rights move
ment," Acosta said. “We
owe it to Emmett Till, and
we owe it to ourselves, to

Emmett Till in his open casket
see whether after all these
years some additional
measure of justice remains
possible."
The five-year statute of
limitations in effect at the
time on any federal charges
has long since expired but a
state case could still be
brought, Acosta said. The
FBI and Justice Depart
ment prosecutors will work
on the investigation with
Joyce Chiles, district attor
ney for Mississippi's 4th
Judicial District.
Sen. Charles Schumer,
a New York Democrat who
has pushed for reopening
the case, said the recent
PBS documentary indicat
ed that seven more people
might have been involved
in Till's kidnapping, mur
der or both.
“In this rare instance
justice delayed will not be
justice denied," Schumer
said Monday. “I hope the
Justice Department will
conduct a thorough, com

plete and speedy investiga
tion as time is of the
essence because of the
advanced age of many of
the potential witnesses."
Airickca Gordon, a
cousin of Till's who was
close to his mother, Mamie
Till Mobley, said the fami
ly was elated at the news.
Mamie Till Mobley, who
became a civil rights acti
vist and teacher, died in
Chicago in 2003 at age 81.
“Even though she's at
rest, even though she's now
deceased, I feel her spirit
will be so much at peace,"
Gordon said. “It's kind of
sad she's not here to experi
ence it, but in my own kind
of way, I think she knows."
In 1956, Look maga
zine published an account
of the slaying in which
Milam admitted that he and
Bryant did the killing,
which occurred a few days
after Till purportedly whis
tled at a white girl in a
store.

“Chicago boy,' I said,
'I'm tired of them sending
your kind down here to stir
up trouble,"' Milam was
quoted as saying. “I'm
going to make an example
of you, just so everybody
can know how me and my
folks stand."
Milam said he beat Till
and shot him in the head
with a ,45-caliber pistol,
then tied a heavy metal fan
to the body and dumped it
in the river.
The NAACP and other
groups and individuals
have called repeatedly for
reopening the case, which
has been the subject of doc
umentary films and books.
In a 2003 letter to
Mississippi
officials,
NAACP President Kweisi
Mfume said it was “time to
address what remains an
ugly mark" in state and
U.S. history.
Other civil rights-era
killings in Mississippi have
been reopened with mixed
results.
In 1994, Byron de la
Beckwith was convicted of
the 1963 murder of
NAACP field secretary
Medgar Evers. But there
has been little progress in
an effort to bring murder
charges for the 1964 slay
ings of three civil rights
workers
in
Neshoba
County, Miss. Those kill
ings were chronicled in the
film “Mississippi Burning."

A Free Guide to Planning a Will
i (NAPSM) - Just about
any time can be the right
time to prepare a will.
Properly designed, a will
can be a way to realize a
number of objectives after
a person is gone.
For example, a will
can:
• provide a source of
income for a spouse or
children,
• create a fund to pay
for a grandchild's educa
tion,
• support an aging
loved one, or
• continue a person's fi
nancial support of a place
of worship or charity.
! Some say such charita
ble bequests have become
an
integral
part
of
America's philanthropic
tradition. Such gifts may
enable individuals to make
a larger contribution to a
cause they care about than
may have been possible
during their lifetime.

The experts at the
Blinded Veterans Associa
tion (BVA), a charitable or
ganization that provides a
wide range of services to
this country's‘blinded vet
erans, suggest taking the
following steps when
preparing a will:
• Take an inventory of
your assets.
• Choose someone to

administer your estate.
• Have an attorney
draft your will.
• If your goals for your
estate, your family situa
tion or the tax law change,
think about changing your
will.
• Make sure your will
is kept in a place where
those who need it can get to
it.

These and other tips
are included in "The Will
Planner and Essential
Checklist," a kit offered
free of charge by BVA.
To leam more about
the organization or to
obtain a copy of the will
planning kit, visit the Web
site at www.bva.org, or call
toll free 1-800-669-7079.

What is the Cost of a Black Child’s
Life?------------------------ ------------------------

Marquell Deon
McCullough
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Marquell Deon McCul
lough died in a hail of bul
lets fired by Pinellas Coun
ty deputies last week.
He was 17.
"They didn’t have to take
his life the way they did,”
insisted Pearlie McCull
ough, Marquell’s grand
mother.
About two months earli
er, Bryant Wilkins lay
dying in the road, while his
brother, Durantae Cald
well, was dragged 150-feet
by a speeding car that fled
the scene of the crime.
They were 13 and 3.
"My kids were left in the
road like dogs,” said Lisa
Wilkins, the mother of
Caldwell and Wilkins.
The pain expressed by
Wilkins and McCullough
at separate news confer
ences have left many Afri
can Americans parents
pondering the same ques
tion: "What is the cost of a
black child’s life?”
"For the casual observer,
it doesn’t appear to be
worth anything,” said
Sateesh Rogers, the Direc
tor of Organizations for the
African People’s Socialist
Party.
Not so, according to
Hillsborough County depu
ties, who readily put a
$7,500 price tag on the
lives of Caldwell and
Wilkins. That’s the amount
it cost Jennifer Porter, the
school teacher accused of
running them over, to post
bond.
While the CaldwellWilkins and McCullough
cases are central to Tampa
Bay, they have all the trap
pings of the O.J. Simpson
trial when it comes to race
relations.
"There are two different
opinions and viewpoints,”
Rogers noted. "There’s a
general consensus among

Bryant Wilkins

Durantae Caldwell

Lisa Wilkins, center, is escorted into Spring Hill
Missionary Baptist Church for the funeral of her
sons

Times photo: Stefame Boyar

white people and black down the unarmed teen.
There’s no way to justi
people - and neither side
fy riddling Marquell’s car
believes the other.”
Whites have not hesitat with 14 bullets, when the
ed to stand up for Porter - police could have just as
much to the chagrin of easily "shot his tires out,”
blacks who could not un his grandmother said.
Outraged by the inci
derstand why it took nearly
a month for deputies to dents, some blacks - mostly
charge her in the March 31 adults - have picketed and
protested and yelled, "mur
incident.
From barbershops to derer, murderer” at Porter
boardrooms, many people during her booking.
Meanwhile, the Mc
of color contended: "If the
Cullough
shooting has
situation was reversed, we
would have been arrested.” . spurred protests among
Still, many whites and teens. Earlier this week,
talk radio hosts did not students from Northeast
have trouble sympathizing High were suspended for
with Porter and demoniz wearing a shirt with Maring Wilkins for leaving her quell’s picture on it.
children unattended in a
Last week, Jainaba
park - one block from her Phillips was suspended
home.
from Lakewood High
While whites attributed School for passing out
Porter’s decision to speed fliers in memory of Mar
away after mowing down quell, who was nicknamed
four children to her being "Buff.”
"young and terrified,” they
It is interesting to note
questioned why McCul that while blacks and
lough led police on a high whites have different opin
speed chase if he wasn’t ions about the hit-and-run
guilty.
incident and the shooting
"Let’s say he was guilty. of McCullough, the per
Since when is doing some spectives of the boys’ fam
thing wrong a death sen ilies in the two cases also
tence?” asked Rogers, add are split.
ing it is suspicious that po
After the May 2nd
lice now claim the cameras shooting of McCullough,
in their cruisers either mal his family sought out the
functioned or weren’t help of a branch of the
working while they gunned African People’s Socialist

Party called the Interna
tional Democratic People’s
Uhuru Movement, Rogers
said. The McCullough
family believes Marquell’s
death was racially motivat
ed, he added.
On the flipside, Wilkins
has been careful not to play
the race card. She merely
wants justice - not to
become another cause
celeb for the Uhurus.
"This is not a black or
white thing,” said Wilkins,
who has supported Hills
borough County deputies
accused of dragging their
feet in the case involving
her sons. "I want them to
have all the evidence they
need. I want (Porter) to
walk through those (pri
son) gates and see what it’s
like.”
Until recently, Porter
was still receiving a paycheck despite her involve
ment in the hit-and-run
case. The Pinellas County
deputies that shot McCul
lough have been placed on
paid administrative leave.
It remains to be seen if
Wilkins and McCullough’s
mothers will receive a dime
from the deaths of their
sons. Both families have
lawsuits pending.
However, all eyes will
be watching the Tyron
Lewis case which kicked
off this week and is eerily
similar to the McCullough
shooting. In 1996, riots
broke out in St. Petersburg
after Lewis was shot in his
car by St. Petersburg police
officers. His family is also
seeking restitution for his
death.
The timing of the Lewis
trial and the McCullough
shooting is “providence,”
said Darryl Rouson, the
president of the St.
Petersburg chapter of the
National Association for
the
Advancement
of
Colored People (NAACP).
“It’s designed for us to
think about and discuss
where we are and where we
should be,” said Rouson,
who believes there is a
price to pay for the sense
less killing of black chil
dren.
“The city should settle
this suit and settle it now,”
Rouson said in reference to
Lewis. “It’s a travesty of
justice that there even is a
trial.”

Need help starting or
managing a business?

'htM'uutce

We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia

Let the St. Petersburg Business Development Center assist you!
The Business Development Center offersfree business
counseling, technical assistance, and training to evolving

FL, or www.stpete.org; or call 727-893-7146 for an

and existing small businesses, and non-profit organizations

appointment or more information.

involved in developing neighborhood-based businesses.
Our services include:

H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

Visit us at 1045 16th Street South, St. Petersburg,

•Business information and research
•Business planning and loan counseling
•Entrepreneurial training
•Business loan resources
•Government contract assistance
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
All Nations Church of God By Faith Trinity Presbyterian

Children and Youth Sunday at
Philadelphia ------ ------------ ------service.
Members are urged to
attend early morning Wis
dom School. The . study of
Revelation is being done at
this time. Persons attend
ing will be truly enriched
from this apocalyptic book
of the Bible. Wisdom
School commences at 10
a.m.

Church family and
friends will join children
and youth as they lead
worship on Sunday. All
praise and doorkeeping
services will be done by
children and. youth. The
Rev. Aaron V. Gaskin,
Youth Associate Pastor,
will deliver sermon during
mid-morning
worship

There will be no mid
week Bible Study on
Wednesday. Church family
will join Bethel Metro
politan for a spring Fel
lowship Revival. All mem
bers of New Philadelphia
are requested to make a
sacrificial effort to be pres
ent on Wednesday evening
at Bethel.

Galilee
Missionary
Baptist
Church

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES FOR:
Local and Long Distance Charters
Airport Transfers
Convention and Airport Shuttles
School Events / Field Trips
Senior Group Events
Church Group Events
Fraternal Events
Business Trips / Corporate Charters
Government Functions
Sporting Events
Shopping Trips
Casino Trips
Family Reunions
Military Reunions
Travel Agencies
________
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

1-800-282-8020 OR 727-526-9086

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church Pastor's
Aide Committee invites
you to worship with them
during their annual fel
lowship and appreciation
service on Sunday, May
16 at 4 p.m. The speaker
for the occasion will be
the Rev. Albert Phillips,
Pastor, New Bethel Mis
sionary Baptist Church in
Sarasota.
The church annual re
vival will be held the week
of June 7-11 beginning at
7 p.m. The speaker and
workshop facilitator will
be the Rev. G. I. Bradley,
Pastor of Providence Mis
sionary Baptist Church in
Palmetto.
Reminder to mem
bers: Galilee will render
services at Union Mis
sionary Baptist Church on
May 20 at 7:30 p.m. The
Rev. Jerry B. Alexander is
the pastor of Union.

How we thank God for
making such special peo
ple, and allowing a special
day to be set aside. The
ministers really blessed us
from the depths of their
hearts. Mother Paris was
honored. Our visitors were
welcomed and invited to
come again. All the moth
ers were honored with a
flower. The mothers were
presented with a bouquet
of mixed flowers. Each
deacon, elder, ministers

Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South

"And Jesus said unto
them, Come ye after me,
and I will make you to
become fishers of men."
(St. Mark 1:17)
Bethel A.M.E. Church
locate at 912 3rd Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg, cordially
invite the public to join us
in our morning worship
services beginning with
Church School at 9 fol
lowed by our 10:30 morn
ing worship service.
The bees at Bethel also
would like to invite you to
attend our annual Calendar
Tea scheduled for Sunday,
May 16, 4 p.m.-7 p.m, in
the Williams-Harris Fel
lowship Hall. The selected
theme for this event is:
"When Praises go Up,
Blessings Come Down."
The program will feature
recording artist and Min
ister of Music, Richard

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg , FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

«

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

CENTER

GRACE

a ■ m u snn itbi

service

W
s

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.
350137th. St. So. • SL Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144

Pastor: | Elder Franklin Evans
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship •
11:15a.m.

Ordained Missionary

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

Johnnie MaeTloward

Prayer Service............... ...........6:30pm
Bible Study ..................................7pm
34

'Woman After
(fod’s

Ownfleart...

Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
'

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Spiritually Connected
Callfor Trayers &
‘Testimonies

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Join us as we lift up the name ofJesus

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Church Ot God In
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

GREATER MT. ZlON

Rev. James T. Blount ■ Pastor

(727) 321-3545

Praise & Worship Service ....10:30am

New
Covenant
Baptist
Churcli
3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Good Sanjaritai)
©aptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Service

7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study

8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School

9:00 a.m.

iThe Rev. La r r y WI I Hains/j
Pastor

The congregation ■would like to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you arei
Sunday Service ........................ ........8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study .............. . 7:00 P.M.
“The Cliurcl) of Love, Healiqg apd Scstoratiop”

10:00 a.m.

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Church School............... .................9am

Sunday Worship

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend”

3037 - Fairfield Avenue south

(727)896-5228

Ihesday Services:

The members would like to invite,
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Call: 727 895-5239

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

.

Sunday Services:

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Bible Study (Monday)
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday)
Prayer (Wednesday)

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

Queen Street

O
Sunday School
9:30- 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

Study
• Music Ministries
(Youth and Adult)
•
Junior
Church
Ministry (Mondays and
Wednesday)
• Tutorial Ministry
• Transportation and
Homeless Feeding Minis
tries
For additional infor
mation on these and other
events contact the Church
Office at (727) 822-2089,
M-F, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
"For all this, I consid
ered in my heart even to
declare all this, that the
righteous, and the wise,
and their works, are in the
hand of God..." Ecclesi
astes 9:1
Join us as we give
praises to the Lord for
when praises go up, bless
ings come down."

"To God Be the Glory ject in Pinellas County.
for all the wonderful bless She was previously em
ings, he continues to ployed with the Healthy
bestow upon the members Start Coalition of Pinellas,
Inc., as the Community
of our church."
The Rev. Myron Mill Coordinator of the PATRI
er and, the Women's Or CIA (Pinellas African
ganization invite the com Americans Targeted Re
munity to join us in Chris duction in infant Mortality
tian fellowship as we cele Community Intervention
brate our annual Women's Approach) Initiative. The
Day on Sunday May 16 at PATRICIA Initiative ad
the 11 a.m. service. Our dresses the issue of health.
Theme is "Christian Prior to assuming this po
women Dedicated and sition in April she worked
Linked Together in God's on special assignment with
the Department of Health
as a part of the grant writ
ing team for the Health
State Federal Project Grant
FY 2001-2005 The Depart
ment was awarded the
grant on June 21. She is
also a former columnist,
on youth related topics and
issues, with the Weekly
Challenger newspaper and
was recognized by the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Gwendolyn Reese
Pinellas, Inc, for services
Lbve and Service." Our provided towards the pass
speaker will be Ms. ing of the Referendum for
Children's Services.
Gwendolyn Reese.
Other
Important
Ms. Reese is a native
of St. Petersburg, Florida. Events are 9 a.m. Prayer
She attended St. Peters (each Sunday); 9:30 a.m.
burg Junior College, the Sunday school; 6:30 p.m.Suncoast Campus of Be 7:30 p.m. Bible Study
If you are looking for a
thune Cookman College
church
home. We extend
and the PEL Program at
Eckerd College. Reese is an open invitation to join
the President and CEO of us!
For more information
Infinite Solutions, a pro
fessional
development on any events at the
service and is currently church, please call (727) ’
contracted as the Consor 327-8560.
Praise God in every- i
tium Consultant to the
Federal Healthy Start Pro thing you do and say!

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Tuesday............................... ...............Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday..................................Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

F
E
L
L

Guess with a special artist
performance by Rachel
Cato-Balerrina. The Cal
endar Tea Chairpersons
Sis. Faith Walker and
Maria Scruggs, along with
the Steering committee
solicits your support in this
annual activity. Please
plan to attend.
As we continue in our
services to the community,
we continue to focus on
the Church’s mission of
saving souls. In that light,
we offer the following
church ministries and pro
grams to the members and
local community:
• Breakfast and Bible
Study (BBS) 8 a.m. each
Sunday morning
• 9 a.m. each Sunday
morning- Church School
• 10:30 a.m. SundayMorning Worship Service
• 7 p.m. Tuesday Bible

Praise Qodfrom Whom fl.CC “BCessings pCowl

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

encouraged to love with
the true love of God to ful
fill the call to be a mother.
We as mothers must walk
up right before the Lord
because he has called us
precious in his sight. We
invite you again to our pas
tor’s 25th anniversary June
2-6 and come boldly and
fellowship with us at any
time. We pray God’s rich
est blessing upon you from
the hearts of Pastot J. and
J. Williams. Amen.

Bethel A.M.E. Church

ri a t w

FAX: 727-522-5548

and brothers that are mar
ried presented in their own
way a gift of flowers to
their wives. The service
was wonderful and differ
ent. We were all blessed.
The brothers came be
fore us with a word from
God. Beginning with Elder
Paul Dudly and closing
with Elder James Wil
liams. I pray that all moth
ers were blessed in the
name of Jesus just as we
were, praise God. We’re

African MeThodist
Episcopal ChuRch
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School ........................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................ 11 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .................... 5 p.m.
Evening Worship...................................6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday............................................... 7 p.m.
„

„

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weekfrom church makes one weak n
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Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.” Psalm
The Mt. Zion A.M.E. the Word one with another. the day. Come prepared to
Church Family, under the At 11 a.m. we’ll participate give God all glory and
leadership
of
Pastor in Contemporary Worship. praise!
Clarence A. Williams, wel Join us for a hallelujah
The Board of Christian
comes your presence this good time as we lift high Education would like to
Sunday
for
Worship the name of Jesus. The invite everyone to join us
Services. We are always
in Worship this Sunday,
happy to receive guests
May 16 at 4 p.m. Guest
and visitors at any of our
speaker will be Elithia
services. The teachings of
Stanfield, Assistant County
the Word, songs of praise
Administrator for the
and worship and the inspir
Pinellas County Board of
ing messages will help you
County Commissioners.
along this spiritual journey
Come join our youth as
as your faith and under
they lift high the name of
standing increase. Join us
Jesus in song and service.
as we endeavor to leam
The theme “Christian
more of God’s Word and
Youth Stepping Out of the
strive to be more ChristWorld and Into Christ”
like. Our early morning
makes a profound state
services begin at 7:30 a.m.
ment. Come be apart of the.
Elithia Stanfield
. followed
by
Church
service!
School at 9:30 a.m. Come Inspirational Choir will
Other ministries in
grow and glow as we share render songs throughout clude:

|" CONCORD MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHVRCH

j
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All Worship Services are held at:
855 13th Avenue South
' St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: (727) 244-0831
or 244-0832
Sunday School

..................................9:30 a.m.

Worship Experience .................... 10:50 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday ..............................

.7:00p.m.

ln All thy Ways Acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy path. (Proverbs 3:6)

Rev. Willie D. Miller
Pastor

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

• Monday - Bible
Study, 6 p.m. .
• • Wednesday - Early
Morning Prayer 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11
a.m.; Men’s Bible Study, 6
p.m.; Hour of Power, 7
p.m. If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us for a
power-packed hour. Your
heart will be encouraged
and your spirit revived.
Upcoming events:
• May 15 - Leader
ship Workshop - Poynter
Institute located at 801
Third St. S., from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Looking for a church
home, we extend an invita
tion to you to join us. We
as a church share ‘The
Love of God; we’d Love to
Have You!
Thought for the week:
“Remember, what you do
in life echoes in eternity.”
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

"Blessed are those who
have been to Jesus for His
cleansing power, those
who are washed in the
blood of the Lamb."
You are welcome to
joyfully fellowship with
the Travelers' Rest church
family. Pastor Browne and
membership extend a
warm welcome to all visi
tors.
Church family is re
minded of worship service
on Friday evening at 7:30
p.m. with St. Mark Mis
sionary Baptist Church as
they celebrate their pastor's
ninth anniversary. Also,
on Wednesday, May 19,
worship service will be
held with First Baptist
Institutional Church.
Congratulations to all
students who will be pro
moted to the next grade
level. Special congratula
tions to Gregory P. Ander
son on his Scholastic
Achievement and honor as

he graduates from Pinellas
Park Senior High School.
Gregory has been a Door
way student and an Ebony
Scholar throughout his
tenure in Elementary,
Middle and High School.
Worship Services: 8
a.m. and 11 a.m.; 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School. Pastor
Browne will deliver the
Word; Konsonant Choir
will provide musical selec
tions and Usher Ministry
#3 will serve.
Mid-Day Bible Study,
Thurs., May 13 at 11 a.m.;
Konsonant Choir Rehear
sal, 7 p.m.; Praise Team
Rehearsal, Friday, May 14
at 6 p.m.; Youth Choir
Rehearsal and Bible Study,
Mon., May 17 at 5:30 p.m.
Need transportation?
Contact the Church Office
at (727) 822-4869.
Parents
remember:
Last day of school for stu
dents is Tuesday, May 18.
Be Blessed!!

The New Latter Day Deliverance Ministries, Inc.

SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays. Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight,
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.

800 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

(727) 322-0113 • Alt: (727) 642-9839
Toll Free: (866) 890-1400

What are you doing to help the
ex-offenders in your congregation?

Sunday School:................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship:.................................... 11:00a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study:..................................... 7:30p.m.
Tiiesday Night Prayer:..............................
.7:30 p.m.
Friday Night Praise Service:.......................... 7:30 p.m.

Pastors
Elder Leon Lavelle Thomas
Pastor Vivian Powell Thomas

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

If you would like to come to church and do not have a
327-0997.

way,

call

Sunday School ............................... 9:30 a.m:
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting

■111

Rev. Clyde Williams

Bethel
;

We welcome you at all times.

“Where Jesus Is Lord”

The Pinellas Ex-offender Re-entry Coalition is
revising its directory and would like to add your
church and the services it provides.

Email your listing to info@exoffender.org or
Fax to (727) 538-0387
This ad' sponsored by the Criminal Justice Forum

3300 - 31st Street South

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

820 20th Street South

Friendship
Missionary Baptist

(727) 906-8300

St. Pete, FL

Church

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School------------ --------- 9:00 A.M.

Sunday Morning Bible Class................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship............................. 5:00p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class..............7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.........7:00 p.m.

Pentecostal Teipple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory

Sunday

9:30 a.m

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m

Prayer / Bible Stady .Taesday 7:00 RM
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM,

.,..9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship..........................

11:00 a.m.

Sunday Night Disciple Training............................ 6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship.............................................7:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study.....................7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Traveler’s Rest

Rev. Wayne

Missionary Baptist
Church

G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

a.m.

Morning Worship - 11:00

a.m.

Come Worship WITH
the First BAPTIST FAMILY

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School........................
Prayer/PFaise Service (Weds.)

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
ST. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Rev. Godfrey King
. Rev. John A. Evans

Sunday School................

'.tiding of god's kingdom”

10:30A.M.

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana

Ministry Assistants

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

New Member Class................. 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship .

Bro. Robert Smith

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

,

Home: 896-8006

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

AFRICAN Methodist EpIscopal

The Church Where Everyone Is WeIcome

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
SL Petersburg, FL 33705

j

and Leave Them There!

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

accepting applications. We
offer pick up and drop off
to school each morning
and afternoon, early pick
up on half days, and all day
care most school holidays.
For before and aftercare
rates, call
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. p.m: at (727) 894-4311,
ext. 402.
Mt. Zion Human Ser
vices, Inc. provides after
school training and tutor
ing services for youth ages
14-18 through the Youth
Opportunity Center. The
program offers an opportu
nity to improve your
grades, on-line practice for
the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,
earn your high school
diploma, earn your GED,
and earn an opportunity to
be selected to win a free
computer.
For further
information, please contact
George B. Smith at (727)
894-4311 ext. 302.

Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC will be celebrating
Pastor Murphy’s 5th Anni
versary, Wednesday May
12 at 7 p.m. and Sunday
May 16 at 10 a.m. You are
cordially invited to help us
extend sincere thanks to
our great leader, and com
munity representative.
Crown Financial Min
istry: Teaching God’s peo
ple His financial princi
pals. To enroll for the next
class, contact the church
office at (727) 894-4311.
Mt. Zion is reintroduc
ing its SAFE Ministry,
Fridays at 7 p.m. at the
Kings Kid’s Academy
Building, 950 20th St. S.
If you or a family member
is interested in learning
about, or coping with sub
stance abuse, please con
tact Bro. A.J. Murphy at
(727) 481-2609.
Mt. Zion Before and
After School Care Pro
gram.for ages 5-13 is also

Take Your Burdens to the Lord

327-0997

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
wwwJakemaggiore c@vahoo.com

Mt. Zion Progressive

Travelers' Rest
Missionary Baptist

150:6

13

9:30 a.m.

Blessed Hope Bible College

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time ”

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
Start Your College Education Today • Open Enrollment

3455 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F.-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

1903

"Church of The Open Door -

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration"

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

2003

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson

816 E. Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603

President.Founder/Co-Founder

Toll Free: 1-877-428-6588

813-237-6076

www.blessedhopebiblecollege.org
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Lake Maggiore Baptist Church —

Pentecostal Temple COGIC
The Pentecostal Temple
Youth Department is to be
applauded for the wonderful
service on Mother’s Day. We
welcomed many visitors
along with one who had been
incapacitated but was able to
attend with her family on this
special occasion. The Sunday
School classes were exciting
and the praise was glorious.
The youth brought tears to
some as they gave special pre
sentations of honor and roses
to all of the mothers present.
It was especially noteworthy

to have one mother present as
the head of five generations of
family!
Pastor William Anderson
blessed us with an encourag
ing message from 1 Samuel
chapter one entitled "A
Delayed Blessing is not a
Forgotten Blessing." He told
us that God has an appointed
time to bring forth the bless
ing involving our children that
we have been asking Him for.
If we will pray sincerely, trust
God and wait on His timing,
everything will work out

according to God’s plan.
Elder Terrence Merritt exhort
ed us to hold on to our faith
and believe God to bring back
to life that child that seems to
be dead because of a wayward
lifestyle. He completed his
comments with words of
prayer for all of the mothers
and congregation.
We invite you to join us
on Thursday and Friday, May
20 & 21 for Praise Cele
bration 2004 with Evangelist
Joyce Rodgers! Services will
begin at 7:30 p.m. nightly.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist—----Bethel Metropolitan Bap
tist Church extends an invita
tion to join us in striving to
give a positive Christian wit
ness. Our doors are open for
both 8 and 11 a.m. services on
Sunday, and Sunday school at
9:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study on Wednesday at
6:30 and 7 p.m. The Male
Ministry Ushers and In
spirational Choir will serve on
Sunday.
The Missionary Society
is looking forward to sharing
an afternoon fellowship and
unique entertainment at its

annual Rosalie Moore Spring
Tea on Sunday, May 16 from
4-6:30 p.m. Tea chairman
Alfredia Kincy and her com
mittee have worked diligently
to make this annual affair a
success. The Men of Bethel
will entice us with a Fashion
Revue, narrated by William
Gibson. Don’t miss this after
noon of enjoyment and fel
lowship.
The Widows/Widowers
Support Ministry will also
recognize their 3rd Anniv
ersary on Sunday, May 16
during the 11 a.m. service.

This ministry under the lead
ership of Vera Byrd continues
to be a viable ministry for the
church and community.
Our Spring Fellowship
Revival will be held May 1719 at 7 p.m. with New Mount
Olive Baptist Church, the
Rev. Joseph Sykes, pastor,
New Mount Zion Baptist
Church, Tampa, FL, the Rev.
Walter Williams, pastor and
New Philadelphia Baptist
Church, the Rev. Don Gaskin,
pastor. Come help us lift His
Name and spread His Word.
Bethel Metropolitan will kick-
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■ Saiijt <Jol)ij Prin)itive Baptist Cburcb
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc @ tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

The Mission of the Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church is to
be a Covenant fellowship:
worshipping God, equipping
the believers, evangelizing the
lost, ministering effectively.
Matthew 28:18-20
We have a community
Food Pantry and Clothes
Closet that is A Ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore Baptist and Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church.
Upcoming Ministries:• ICE Team will meet
weekly. This is a door to door
out reach Ministry.

• May 24-28 Monday Friday Vacation Bible School.
"THEME:
RICKSHAW
RALLY RACING TO THE
SON" at LMBC from 9 a.m.
until 11:30 a.m. Children en
rolled in grades 3-6 are wel
come. For additional informa
tion, contact Ms. Vanson.
• Nightly, YOUTH V.B.S
will be held at LMBC. Stu
dents enrolled in 7-12 grades
are welcome from 7 p.m.8:15 p.m.
• 2004 Day of Prayer and
Fasting for World Evange
lization will be held May 30 Pentecost the Lord Day Lov-

off the revival on Monday
evening, with the Rev. Joseph
Sykes of New Mt. Olive
Baptist Church bringing the
message, the Rev. Walter
Williams and his congrega
tion will render service on
Tuesday, and the Rev. Don
Gaskin and New Philadelphia
will conclude our Fellowship
Revival.
The graduates of Bethel
Metropolitan will be honored
for their academic accom
plishments and their future
aspirations, during the 11 a.m.
service on Sunday, May 23.

Speaker for the service will be
Attorney Darryl Rouson.
Family and friends are invited
to join the graduates on this
their special day.

Friendship M.B. Church

ing the people of the Arabian
Peninsula. For more informa
tion contact the Rev. Fluker.
International Mission Board,
Southern Baptist Convention.
• June 20-23 is Adult
Vacation Bible Study at
LMBC - In the Fellowship
Hall. June 20 from 6 p.m.-8
p.m.; June 21-23 from 7 p.m.8:15 p.m The "THEME: Rick
shaw Rally Racing to the
Son."
• The Lakewood Terrace
Neighborhood Association
meets every 3rd Thursday of
the month in LMBC Fellow
ship Hall at 7 p.m.
A cooperative Southern
Baptist,
Multi-cultural
Church, everybody welcome!

Concord WI. B. Church—,
The
Concord
Family and Pastor Willie D.
Miller extends an invitation
of welcome to join us for
Worship Services on Sunday
at 10:50 a.m.
We begin our Sunday
morning with Church School
at 9:30. On Wednesdays at 7

p.m. Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study. Our Bible study
topic is Child Training: What
does the Bible teach? This
study encourages parents to
search the scriptures for Bible
application in our lives for
today challenges. There are
youth classes on Sundays and

Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., First Lady and Friendship
Family cordially invite you to
worship with us at 3300 31st
S. this Sunday. We also invite
you to all church related func
tions in the upcoming week.
The church service be
gins at 7:45 a.m. with devo
tion being led by the Dea
con's Ministry. The Fellow
ship Choir will sing and the
Fellowship usher Board will
serve. Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr. will deliver the message
from God Almighty.
Church Sunday School
begins at 9:30 a.m. with the
Assistant Superintendent in
charge. A second church serv
ice is held at 10:30 a.m.
We wish to wish sincer
est condolences on the pass
ing of Minister Lane's cousin.
Please keep all saints in beWednesdays. Come, leam
and share.
If anyone desire trans
portation to church on Sun
days, please call (727) 2440832 by 4 p.m. on Saturday.
In all thy ways acknowl
edge Him and He shall direct
thy path. Proverbs 3:6

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
M

Elder; Tony Smith

F
W
B

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

527 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707
P.O. Box 103, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
(727) 322-2773

Thursday Upper Room Prayer: 6:30pm
Triumphant Thursday Bible Study: 7:15pm
Sunday School: 9:00am
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00am

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 89-2119

U

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Stuy 7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Moming - 11:00 am
7:00 pm
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

/"Sm

Water of Life Christian Church

Pastor Jerome and
Keisha Jordan

“Let the one that is thirsty come”

Communion is observed quarterly the first- Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

(Revelation 22:17)

email: wateroflifechristianehureli@yahoo.com

Genesis Worship Center Church

Jesus Saves

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc<g>email.com

‘ The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference ”

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m. ’
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

(727) 898-9407
Cultural Arts Programs After School
Mon., Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Church Phone: (727) 323-3210

Free Registration
For more information, cohtact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director;
at: (727) 821-9472

• 10:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

10th Street Church Qf God

Join The Alumni
Singers in
concert Sunday,
May 23, 4 p.m.
at Lakewood
United Methodist
Church |fe.

SBIUM MWM MWj S/lkTI

C

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

reavement lifted up to Jesus
in prayer.
Fellowship Choir will be
singing Saturday May 15. For
more details contact the
church office at (727) 9068300 Monday-Friday.
Other pertinent church
news can also be found in
church bulletins handed out
each Sunday by the Hos
pitality Committee. Also,
praise God for the age of
technology. We are now on
the WEB!!!!! Visit us as often
as you like at fmbcthe
ship.org(all small letters) and
be blessed!!!!!
We would also like to
pray for traveling grace and
arriving mercy for Pastor and
Mrs. Evans as they travel this
week!!
Have a God encountered
Week!!!!!

Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591

Rev. Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Bus ministry provided for all services • Tour presence is welcomed

Real Love, Real People...
A. Church That JVLakes ADifference!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor
Sunday Morning Prayer.................................................................. ..
.8:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............................................... .................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....................................... .......................... ....................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.............................................. »..
.7:15 p.m.

jb&uuH SnZ&Ma&wuU GkuStek

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

The church where what God’s word.teaches is practiced!

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Early Morning Worship.............................................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School........... ........................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship..................................................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................. 4:30 p.m.
Communion........................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays......................................................... .....7:30 p.m.

11 Prescott Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday Morning Study............10:00 AM
Morning worslnp......................ll:00 AM

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister

"A New Beginning In Christ"

(The Church Of The Daily Word)

All Worship Services are held at:

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Covenant Presbyterian Church
4201

Sixth Street South • St Petersburg, Florida

Phone: 727.895.7700

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Scheduled Services IL Sunday

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.

Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Mailing Address; P.O^Box 14542 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733-4542

Prayer Time - 9:30 ajti.x Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship:^etV(^^i0:00 a.rn. /
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School.................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...............................
11 a.m.
Night Worship............................................... 7 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Tuesday Bible Class...............................8 p.m. ™

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman

Friday Tarry Service............................... 8 p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School.................... 11 a.m.

Assistant Pastor

(fdcuot tHe Aotcd T&.SC&,*} dtdUtdC — att Otfel ?1<wstd (A
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Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ...........................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship........................................10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........................
5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship........... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is 'Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

St. John Missionary 'Baptist Cfiurcfi

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA
os

2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, PL 33712

(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810
9:OOAM ......___ ..........Prayer Time
9:30 AM ___
______ Sunday School

SS^BB

11:00 AM ........._________ ....Worship
12:30 PM After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study
You. are invited, to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

■LUb

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH

Church School... .....9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
B.T.U..............
Evening Worshif ....6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Evening
BibIe CIass...... ....7:30 p.m.

. 3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Finance Ministry........................................ .................. .................... ..
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry.....................................................................
Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ................................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Sunday Service.........................................................
8:00a.m.
Sunday School ..............................................................
9:30a.m.
Morning Worship...................................................................... 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.........................................................................5:00p.m.

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal.............5:30 p.m.
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study.......... 7:30 p.m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal...11:00 a.m.

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor
Sunday Services

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St, Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813) 822-2455

1135 37th Street South, St. Pete, FL
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Band, Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The cfiurcfi where everybody is somebody and Christ is off.

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling ofGod in Christ Jesus”
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

AD DEAD
LINE IS
4 P.M.
MONDAY

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health"DentahVision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

SiPfi:

727-328-9878^^
Fax: 727-328-9545^

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“When Xom Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured
Lie.# ER13012312

ACTIVISTS
Florida Consumer Action NetWork, a non
partisan grassroots consumer rights organi
zation, is hiring Voter Registration
Canvassers. Get out in your community
and motivate people to vote. Full and parttime paid positions available. $300/Week.
Call

813-877-6671

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

FURNITURE
BED: A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deliver. 727-586-3555

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR PAPER BY
PATRONIZING OUR
ADVERTISERS!

SOFA
(1)
$492,
LOVESEAT $403, and
CHAIR $373. Set $1194.
Imported Leather matching
set, new in boxes. Must
SeU. Can deliver. 727-5846008.
BED: Brand new full dou
ble sided luxury piUow top
set in plastic. Sacrifice
$146. Can deliver. 727585-9766

DINING ROOM 10 pc.
formal cherry table, 6
Chippendale chairs, lighted
hutch, buffet, new in boxes.
List $5k, Sacrifice $1450.
Can deliver. 727-584-6008.

PICK OF THE

BED: A Cherry Wood
Sleigh Bed w/orthopedic
mattress set. Brand new in
boxes. $339. Must seU. Can
DeUver 727-586-3555.

WEEK!
5-11-19

The Hospice

AD

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

DEAD

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!

LINE

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

IS 4 P.M.

(FL License Required)

MON

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

RNs, LPNs
&HHAJCNAS

DAY

25-37-48

THERE IS A
REQUEST FOR BIDS

CA$H 3

REASON TO

Flatiron/Tidewater Skanska
(A Joint Venture of Flatiron Constructors, Inc. and Tidewater
Skanska) is requesting subcontractor and material quotes for
the following project:

857 031 219
304

THE
WEEKLY
CHAL
LENGER

READ

SR 60 MEMORIAL HIGHWAY
Hillsborough County, Florida

915 687 154

Florida Dept. of Transportation
Project No. T7047
Letting I.D. No.: CT040526
DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS ARE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE!

8-4 7-2 5-3

LEGAL NOTICE

FAMILY STRESS

Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Tampa no later than 1:30 p.m.
on the indicated Bid Date(s) for the
following Project(s):
PROJECT:
PW6706; Cypress
Point Park - Rebid
BID DATE: June 15, 2004 ESTI
MATE: $382,000 DEPOSIT: $80
SCOPE: The project provides for a
new asphalt access drive and asphalt
parking lot with Geoweb; parking
site grading, landscaping, irrigation;
shell walking trail PRE-BID CON
FERENCE: Tuesday, May 25,2004,
2:00p.m. CONTACT: James E.
Jackson, Jr., AIA, City Architect;
813/274-8773
Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor
Conference Room, Tampa Municipal
Office Building, 306 E. Jackson
Street, Tampa, Florida 33602. PreBid Conference is held at the same
location. Plans and Specifications for
this work may be examined at the
Department of Public Works, 306 E.
Jackson Street, 4th Floor North,
Tampa, Florida 33602. Copies may
be obtained upon payment of the
refundable deposit indicated for each
set. Deposits are refunded if docu
ments are returned in good condition
within 15 days after bid opening.
Deposits should be in the form of
separate checks for each project.
Copies of Standard Contract Forms
and Provisions (a part of the Contract
Documents, but not reprinted in the
Specifications) are available for
$ 15.00
each
(non-refundable).
Mailing is available for an additional
charge of $10.00 per set. Check
should be made payable to the City of
Tampa. Subcontracting opportunities
may exist for City certified
Women/Minority Business Enter
prises (W/MBE’s). A copy of the
current W/MBE directory may be
obtained at www.Tampagov.net.
Phone (813) 274-8721 for assistance.

This project bids on May 26, 2004 at 10:30 a.m. (EST)

6-1 4-7 2-5

All quotes must be faxed by 10:30 a.m. (EST) May 26, 2004
to 303-776-0072

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

Bid Documents may be obtained from the FDOT at
605 Suwannee Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450
Phone No. (850) 414-4747
Flatiron/Tidewater Skanska (a Joint Venture)
100901-25 Frontage Road, Longmont, CO 80504
(303)485-4050

HAVEA
GREATDAY!

You are better off visiting friends or relatives than entertaining at

Bright House Networits Is delwefirg the Mure ot
WMiratson ana entertainment Join us now ta one of the
felfwring posittsns!

YOUR

home. Be inquisitive about unfamiliar circumstances.

TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21)

AD

Visit Us In
Person:

make money if you concentrate on producing services or goods
that will make domestic chores easier. Things may not be as they

Clearwater
2530 Drew St.
2114 Drew St.

COULD

sound.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) You will get along well with your
colleagues this week. Minor accidents may occur if you don't

BE

St, Pete
11500 3th St. N.
233 31st St. N.

HERE

Madeira Beach
14955 Gulf Blvd.,
Suite C

concentrate on what you're doing. Problems with your boss could
lead to unemployment. Exhaustion combined with overindul
gence could result in minor health problems.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Don't be shy; show your abilities!
gain

HOTLINE
NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY
(786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

OUTBOUND SALES REPRESENTATIVE

You could lose a good friend

because of it. Be willing to listen, but don't be fooled. You can

You will

727-893-5438

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

One Bright idea, After Another!
Take a short business trip if possi
ble. Someone you care about may not be too pleased with you.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project

Weekly Challenger

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20)

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

knowledge through your adventure. Unfortunately,

Pinellas Park
Parkside Mali

WORK

your personal life may suffer from a- lack of spare time. Your
ability to put a deal together will surprise others.

LEO (July 23-Aug 22)

Do not get upset about situations you
cannot change. Business partnerships should turn out to be quite,

lucrative. Do not let in-laws upset you. You can have quite the
romantic adventure if you take time to get to know your mate all

ING FOR
YOU!!!

Job Hot Un©:
727-797-1818,
ext. 8040.

s sell case seretes to customers j»r«Mr£
information, answering questions and SOMrig (irehtems.
RkMtm prevtous sales experience and a high school
diploma (er erdsaient). Relevant customer seres e and
cubit relations expslerce a plus. Working knowledge of
caWe products and famHfcrty
computers preferred,
Quaffled candidates, please can Melanie (or Immediate
consiitefaSon at <72 J) 4»652L
TEAM LEADER. TELESERVICES

We are currenty seeking an experienced outhound sales
professional to serve as a team leader for ow Teleservices
depsrtrarts (Teieiwkettg. TelecateeSw, and O
The selected IndMdual Ml offer aflffllional floor support for
departments, as Supervisor Intervention regarding
eustomercancems, ssws as stfteKttt Siring l«*d
ahsences. Must be available some evenings and
weekends. Requires previous sales experience and a high
school diploma (or equlvsent). Relevant customer service
experiexe. with hands on hwwietge of computer billing
systems, are required. The qualified individual must he
detail odented, organized, and possess ability to multitask,

:srSK"*“
* Paid Vacations * 4&K
* Pension Hat * And More!

over again.

Name

Address

* Career Srewth Potential
drug

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail

Mght O
hOUSe i
State

City..

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You are best not to confide in any

Zip Code

one right now. Socializing or travel will lead to partnerships.
Your relationship is undergoing some changes. You may find that
your family responsibilities are piling up.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You may be in an extremely pas
sionate mood this week. Avoid purchasing expensive items. Go
out with friends who are positive and supportive. You can make
gains if you look at long-term investments.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You need to spend some time with
individuals who have more experience than you. Hidden matters
are likely to surface. Attend trade shows that will allow you to
look at new products. Relatives may play an important role in
your social activities.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Relationships will become
stronger. Talk to someone you trust in order to see the whole pic
ture. You'll look guilty if you don't lay your cards on the table.
Turn things around, make sure that they do their share.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Don't second guess yourself,
just go to it. this week will be rather hectic on the domestic

Phone

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Is this a reneWal?

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

scene. You may feel that someone at work is holding you back.
You can change your living arrangements.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Romance will unfold through

The Weekly Challenger

business trips. You will have a great day if you just say what you
feel. Real estate should be lucrative for you. It will do you some
good.

.

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) This is not the best time to take a
risk, to gamble or spend money you really can't afford to part
with Your willingness to help others can and will lead to fatigue
if you don't leam to say no. You can be sure that any dealing with
lame institutions should go well. Most partner problems are a
result of both people not living up to their promises.

Give Us a

Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

Make checks payable to:

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Clie Wrrklg (Uutlltuujrr
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Every year; more people come to the same place
for their family reunion.

J

Family reunions are meant for catching up with uncles, aunts, cousins and
grandparents, not for running all over town. Especially when you can get everything
at one place: Publix. While there, be sure to pick up the Publix Family Reunion
Planning Guide. In it, you’ll find a Helpful shopping checklist, activity suggestions
and money-saving coupons for a delicious platter, Kodak film and more.
Publix. Where shopping is a pleasure.

Publix.
A?.

visit us at www.publix.com

©2004 Publix Asset Management Company

